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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



N. F. Griswold 



TlM character of man is to M judged bf his deeds mil not by his 
profession of belief. It has been \v«*U said that actions speak more 
eloquent than words, and tin- subject w n<>w have before us. furnishes 
an Illustration of the truth contained in that famous expression. Sav- 
age non-t -ss-ntlals and bigoUd intolerance have combined to produce 
MIMM reflection In the minds of bOOMl and liberal men. ultimately 
leading them to an abandonment of nil forms of religion or religious 
worship 

The history of I- 'r. •• t bought < ..ntains many generous and unselfish 
characters. Paine gave his all for the MHH of independence and sinee 
his day. Freethinkers have hern found who have never failed to give 
of their means, at any time, when n Mil was made for tnr means nec- 
essary to better propagate truth or to d. f. nd It from assault 

N f 'biswuid. of Kertden, Conn., now rapidly nearlng life's allotted 
span, must be written as one of those feDOCOm and borate few who has 
fn.rn time to time given of his means for Freedom's MUM. Though 
not gifted with eloquent ipMCll fOT public MMM9M M has don.- still 
better for the MUM W9 love for bis contributions, first to one cause 
and then to another, if known, would amount to several thousands of 
dolliirs. and he llM t;.k. n freal « b light in thus extending ;iid in another 
.direction than ptibllc work And yet. were it nn' for such as he. the 
public part of our work, the propaganda. Including different representa- 
tives of the Freethought preM would have languished and probably 
died for lark of support years ago. 

Living upon New Fngl.u.d Mil, in UM famous old state <>f Connecti- 
cut, he h;.s cxiMTkin-.il | v .M.d. and withal. I successful lift. He was 
born it. LoofcpOrti N> w ^otk. but MM M " Infant w Ij.-n be was taken, 
motherhss to Connecticut, Fill moth. di.-d When he was but three 
My I old. h. , unable to know by tXpcHCIIOC UM supreme M)d 
affection of a mothers heat I At this tender age he was placed in the 
< ar. of his grand parents where he remained until M was six years of 
age. at which period of bis life his father married a second time and 
he then took charge of his son in person. At the age of eleven yea s 
be starbd out in life for hirns.lt. an age when mos* e'Mdren are still 
at school, and by working upon a farm, then in a country store, he 
managed to make his own way in the wo Id of struggle and toll. Fol- 
lowing this he battled the trade of a tinner and it was DM1 'hat he 
laid the foundations tor his fat tire successful MMM. In it short tune 
thereafter he managed to bu> out his employer and he began a busin- 
ess venture in bis own behalf In the MMM «»f time, as the business 
grew and nourished. M organized that we|| known co-operative linn, 
the <iriswold-Kh hmond-Ulock Company at Menden. whi-li UMM •«» '»'• 
.ecognized as one ot Mm most successful business enterprises in NOW 
| 1 n gland. 



In his younger days and during his early manhood. Mr. Ctiswold was 
a memb. r of the Fni v.rsalist lOOloty, He attended the Sunday me.t- 
Ingl and took I prominent part in tin work of the Sunday School. He 
took | | eat Interest in this work It is reported that by some unac- 
countable way Mr. QrtMJOM obtained a MMJ of one of the late Col. 
IngersolTs lectures which M t'.id with both pleasure .and profit. The 

IntdMCtUal FOOd M bad craved bad now I n fUrWMlMd him. Very 

soon af'e: wards Ingersoll lectured in New Haven. Conn., and Mr. Gris- 
wold took advantage of this opportunity to hear him. Klated with the 
Hood of rich thought that MM (MM the distinguished orators lips. 
Mr. < : risu old sent C«t Itm- isoil a dick to have him come to Met id. n 
atal lecture before the people Of that old 1 ' uri t a n i< a I town. Fm-ertain 
of his ground of being able to secure the Town Hall for Ingersoll to 
lecture. M sought out the trustees Of the rnivers:.list Society and 
ask.d for the privilege of using their chinch building for that purpose 
It was denied him This act of intolerance and religious bigotry be- 
came ii,.. ,„„. great > timing point in ins Ufa <>n the Unary that such 

illibcrnllty was not in a. . .. d aith the honest impulses of the human 
hear t, atal believing himself out of plac. among such a society, he 
now sever, d bis connection th. r. with and came o\ .-r to the side of 
Fic t bought where he has since remained, loyal and true. 

Mr. OrlMTOM now MMMt •* s'lbs.-rib. r to the Fie. thought Journals 
of tie ...unity. All. at different times, have been mad. the recipients 

of his extreme je a c r o att y. From thli tim. be devoted btaMtM to aiding 

the cause at every opportunity. TV Blue Crass Blade has MM fa void 
with his bountiful generosity and OOOl t ibut ions. whetie\. if an emergency 

arose that rendered financial help a neceaekjr in tale manner has Mr 

OrteWoM donated tb.msands of dollars and only MOM who have had 
to go tin. ugh tin struggle of keeping the propaganda alive can possibly 
know and fully appreciate tin- great value of bis scivice thus tendered 
BaUevtaf in the principles of Ftc thought with all the ardency of his 

beneficent nature) be regarded the movement us the only hope of free- 
dom and light lb- had no long, r any use for the church 01 an Insti- 
tution, and yd lie has never lacked faff | host of admiring friends 
among his neighbors. These" are testimonials to his .sterling worth. 
Not one s> llish thought did la- ev.r cute: tain. BOffU in 1 J I be is now 
M KMI1 of age, but still of a remarkable vigor and intellect faff HU eh an 

MJa 

It i.- with profound pleasure and sincere adiniiatioa that the Made 
is able 10 pay this small ttibute to on.- who has don. so much for the 
MUM in a general and substantial was . and for the I Jade itself. In 
particular. 

Were tbOM more Freethinkers like (he subject of this Sketch the cause 

would MVOf be p. i milted to languish. 
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Bryan and the Religious Question 



Great Exponent of Democracy taken to Task 
by a Woman Writer for His Religious 
Pretentions Being Put into a Pol- 
itical Campaign. 

(B) Harriet m. Clow). 

Whenever ■ new ministe. I.m | UMB| u« 
I all. ml church ill IcOQt OlMWi and durum the 

wint.rs ''protracted rdtorte" i make the 

round "I tlM revivals, anil l;ikc stock <»f those 

who have oontreoted tht »-oi<i aeathor oonta« 
lion which reeuro with unchanging regular! ti 

in;. I exposes most of the invertebrates in tin- 

vicinity baoJdea Inducing tin* loqueckHM ad* 
missioti »»f Irroaponolbfflty bf Iho vlctimi who 
■eeki with frenaied fervor to get aotaethtng 

tor nothing. 

Tht resident ministers oak a crowd of PCI** 
hups HO people who HatM with inniv or less 

Indifference to the "old. old atory*' that li mid 
to ho refreehing and regenerating an yoh 
know. ronMont atfnletera are paid «"» from 
six to twelve hundred dollnni per Annum u< 
cording to tho bum of Um parish. 

Wi ll, i tir. ntiy repaired to the mrgeei audi- 
torium In our city to hear th • MM "old 

■tory" by tin- renowned) omtor William 
Bryan. The bount wea crowded to its utmoet 

CO pool ty and tin- dOOfl OtOOOd Bgalnet uiinv 

clamoring to enter. "Tho Prlnoo of Peace" 
is ;i lecture prepared for tin- pm* ii ptatform, 

It Is two hours plus in length ami tht reg- 
ular okar ga f<»»- earn* is $r»no. however being 
siiM.iwi. h. d between two regular lectureo we 
oaoaped for half price, hut us tin- lime wee 
rut in two by the democratic rhetorician we 
paid the regular rat... tho 1 bUer, while in 
Chicago h.- delivered th.' iame lecture for the 
Cathoik Woman's So.i.tv free of eharge 

of eourae it is Brother B van s privilege to 
Lecture rree. or for lift, i etate tin- tool as 
evidence of the penetrating buelneea foreeighi 
whlob pleord the free lect u re where it would 
probably bring the greatea l return. 

i have, h e r et ofore, held Will tern Jennlnga 
Bryan in high regard; hot when poetng as 
Um eaponent of democratic prlnctpiee be leeka 
to I nc or p orate religion end poll t lea it memi to 
me, ami that tin thoughtleee voteri of this 
oountry should sit up and take notioe. 

Bryaa'a opinion of religion aa an individual 
is none of our concern, but his p r e t e a ee or 
belief as the nuthortaed etanderd bearer of 
Democracy is of greal mceaant, for if the 
queetion of rotlgioue rtnoorlty be not t ota bllah* 

Od dOOa It not follow that poUtlOOl sincerity 
should be ip'est loned ? I qUOtC from his lec- 
tin.- sparingly. for lark of span hut with the 

aaaurancc of diepaaetonate ooneideratlon or 
orltldem bp Blade ro a de rc 

||,. nahl: M l am mtoroatod In tho srioncr 

of government but more Intereeti .1 in reii>*- 
ion. 1 like to eddreae a poUtloal meeting hut 
prefer to address a religious gatliertayj. 1 

shall 1m- In the church lOJIg after 1 am out of 

poHttoi " 

\\.' would like •<» Inquire why w .1 O'Brien 
as he ami mtroduced at tin- st. Patrick** 

day banquet in Ohlengo why with his ahll- 
itv ;is an orator he does not seek preferment 

from a ohurch conference? The holy Bee la 

scouting for oapebtfl mm. Or why did hr not 
proclaim his rhrlstian enthusiasm during the 

two previous pompelgaol 

\s a sample .if profound wlodom boa hi 
this? 

"BaUglOUl srntim.nt is not fear hut the 



conedouaneea that we have come short of tho 
glory of Ood. Rellgkiit is the only baaai upon 
which we .an bufld mo:allty, BToraUty being 

the OUtWard maidfrstatii.ii of the inward re. 

1. it ion between man end Ood. Nothing can 
■bane my faith in Jehovah." 

Do th. se ass. rt ions round ilkc thoat of 
■Ineere InreaU gator who delmi to have 
■enrobed the Hteratun of ell rel yhms and an 
elyned the wrltlngi of Derwtn. Bpencer ami 

Wallace/ Me .ays; 

••Some boMcvo in tie- theory of evolutloa, 

' • » I am r.ot convinced that the monkey is 
any part of my famlly-tr- •• It otheTI prefer 

to Bad their ancestry in that direction I do 
not object, hut they eei i "t connect me in ih* 
reietionehlp. it token mo faith to jump s-. 

many gapt than to bdleVC in the BtbW riea- 
Hon. 

1 pnoicd through a period of rkeptlelmn le 
college ami learned <>f the mans gueaate thet 
are being made so I went back to the old tee* 

lament and derided to stand there, end air. 
st • 1 ding there yet. M 

DOOfl this suvor of tin- spirit of p our 

..• ..f the rtra lghifut wo rd tineerlty of .1 

era He Ideals? 

w. were r. gahd at length with the attempt < 
<d explanation of tin- miraclea and were told 

tint 1 Ood who can make a world can go 

anything hr wishes that the tranef orme tlon 

in the heart when one h.-uins to hate what 

h. once loved is a greater miracle than the' 

of the loav. s and fish- s He continues "l 

have roen so many thinus abottl m mot" mya 

terloue than Ike miracles that I am not will- 
ii I-, allow any miracle to stand between me 
and the christian religion." 

The analytical (?) mlml that can s-e noth 

Ing more mysterious in the Individual multi* 

plication of loaves and BOhOl or ralsluu the 
•h ad. than in the const intly rrcutTin» and 
natural processes of life and gTOWth a ml e\ o. 
Itltton must have some bitch in its machinery 
or some motive for Its methods. 

At last we en startled out of our apathy hv 
the .\clarnallon: "Christ in history, there U 
a fact, face if The fad that Oa. sar. Alexan- 
der and Napoi.on Brad li nothing; rad the 
fed tint Christ ttved aeeai 1 much. The world 

hag never Been ■Ueh another character a* 

leeue Chriel and we can account for his iif> 

OBI] by his divinity and the time will com* 

when every knee shall bow and every tongue 

confess, and the boNof in his teaching shall 
hrlritf peace to every heart 

w.ii. during BBN yeara of his teaching 
ohrtotendom has been embroiled la Aeetruet« 

h/e OOnBtota his pious representatives have re' 

duced the people to penury, maaanercd th*» 
Inveetigatoff ami imprison..! the douktor Bk 
routing his tenets men have become fanatic 
eal fiends end fmrkagfgnm 1 loet rlrtua Book* 
Ing to hanaoalae his oontradloto 9 comma nde 
thoueende have been driven i" Inaaalty and 

suicide, while the alleged P/OTklng of miracles 
made it impossihlc to su-i lit i ' vstcin of en- 
deavor that made f.»r pfOgTCM, mu.h less fo. 

pet Th.- usual hair aplltMni In regard ro 

the aegatlve form gf the golden rule as given 

by Confucius and the positive is attributed 
to Jeauaj was none over, but William the 
commentator serins to fore.' i that the BOW 

Teetament, upon wbJek he itenda so tirmiy. 

records most of the com mi n.hn.nts in the 
negative form but a small thing that did 



not present his pleading for missionaries to 

be s. iit to th.- heathen "okhi Having 
traveled In the Orient Brymni opinion on the 

relative m.rits of Christian and heathen civ- 
llizathm is aCOepted as Baal and the latter 
pronounced a failure, hut ever against it 1 
quote th.- ..pinion of the minist-- plenipot.n- 

tlary from Bngland t.» china. He said on 

his return to London: 

. have teen more m leery , drunkenness and 
degradation in the p tr oo U of London In one 
day. than I saw in all my twenty yean ot 

e el de n oe China. 

Isn't that a pretty hard knock on the 000*0 

that Bryan dedan s hi t.. i„. hrought to every 

In-art hv the teaching of Jesus? 

The fact that this lecture was delivered with- 
out a simile OtatO kUU BJgkt, and . with no 
show of interest or enthusiasm. no rituring 

rhetorical outburata thai htmmrt convince 

without argument seems to me to hear th* 

Anger mi ks of being prepared for a pufpoaa. 

In ieiis siting tin- boautleo «>f faith Ihyav 

related one story that, thougb age.i. win bear 
repetition, An old colored man w is roqnootod 

to llluntn te Ids idea of faith and said: - Sup- 

peee the Lnrd ahould t. n me t.. 1 tit t my head 

through R stone wall it wouldn't he mine to 

queet oa whether I would get tluou^h or not 
H p ail ' « my business t.» butt." And the 
Una of ti Kebraakaa lengthened into a nmtta 
■* he raid s.. it is my pkvee to butt arithom 
queetion, when I do not midei aland dod'^ 
■mya.'* 

Doea our parrenlal politician apply this rule 
t.. every dt v affairs? 
To I,, mre many wiU adra!1 that ••butting'' 

tl " Repuhltoaa party is an adamantine prop. 

ooltton, but does our u i brother trust p» 

0<»d for s- ccess OT to the political machine 
and the rank and tile of the ballot holders'' 

ho.s he remain quietly at beta* and "butt" 

with faith believing that the lord will bind 

vi.'torv s banner about his bruised form? 

«>ne is , aatralaed to oat! into queotioo the 
rollgtoui ilnceiity of ■ man irhoec aeaertlona 

Contradict lis actions, hence It is only lm;»- 
COl to apply the same rule along all lines of 

life 

1 »n ■ stands for 'he ■OVOro l g n ty of the 

Individual fus.-d into a United whole and not 
for the kingly discipline of Cod or one niat» 
ruhv it b ehe v e i in excursions of the mind 

for p . sent boneAta, not the a. ptance of ready 

made misfits of the past 

Demccracy laadki honeety, sincerity of pur- 
pose end ooarageoue defenae of principal, not 

subterfuge, subservience to authority or pon 
d.ring to popularity. 

The condition faces tin- Amcican vot.j- 
We women nr.- not roopcnolblc for it 



RAINMAKERS. 



The lands w. re parched and dry The graaa 
had wither, d and the tall corn stalks bowed 
their sun-browned In ads and ■eoaaod to rry 
for moistui ■. The riVCT be, Is ihOWOd |jgni 
of dust and the streams and springs were im- 

aaarfced by even a drop of water Tin- fermera 

in despair. The clouds refused ta 
sprinkle their precious .hops of rain on the 
laud and rapidly the crops w.re becoming 

ruined. Ralnmakcri were employed without 
success. Bvery effort was ■eemlngiy eaheueted 

when relief came and the rain fell. The vIN 
mge church had given a picnic. 



ro rg ive n eaa is better than roveaami for for- 
giveness is the tjgn ,,f gentle nature, but 
revenge is the rJgn of a aavage nature. 

— Kpictetus. 
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If Thou Art God 



New Prayer promulgated for Universal Use 
is Vastly Superior to the Old Stereotyped 
Forms. 

(By John Emerson Roberts.) 

O, thou infinite. invisible. i ameless One. 
whom men must ntlMT and naming call Thee 
• ;<m1 if thou art, why may not men know 
ThOO an Thou art ! If Thou art not. why 
should the thought of Thee embitter and per- 
rtrl the hearts of men? 

Thy worshippers an- guess. is. and guessing 
at the Divine riddle. men. like children at play, 
fall out and o,uarrel, turning h.ppin-s- and 
joy to strife and tears. 

In Thy nam*- they have built dungeons— 
pflod fagots and dOVtOOd 10 tuns from whi. h 

lif. th-d to |lM 1 embrace <«f death, the 

last and only friend. Tiny have onUed Thee 
Maker «.f paradise and lb 11 Thou tilt Infinite 
and have said the glory of Thy throne shone 
■ion refulgent, the music of c. |. stinl joy \v;is 
IWNtff for the ery of anguish and the smI.s 
ot pain whieh rOM and : cached the BMUTtltM 
happiness of the blest. In Thy nunc men DOVC 
trampled Into the mire the sw<<t earth with 
blood- touehed with fingers of hate . \ . ry 
i.. iv. of pom— -violated every holy human right. 
OUTOed the world with every < Inn. and in Thy 

nomo. Listening for Thy unepeaktnf vole.., 
men have been h OOdlCOO Of the Of I suf- 

fering world; reading tie- revelotlon th-y MM 

was Thine, they hav. I n blind to truth OOOf 

to reason and o n om l OO Of lno--l-dgc. Fol- 
lowing Thee, they have K «.m Ustray- seving 
Thee they have burdened flair fellowman 



To Get Full of the Holy Qheot Means the 
Person Filled is also Bu'j house. 

i By John K. <Marke > 

<»n« after another, tie OffOOOhen 00000 be- 
foe He public and do staitling stunts; things 
that dO not agreo with the public kteO 01 

right but ibo p oon l o on proM to overlook 
their mlecondjuct. 

This Rev. Coffmnu had ;i "temporary" ii' oi 
insanity roUowlm ■ luoooooful revival of re- 
ligion, it is ololmod ,,,;,t ■ Wi,v " f crime ai- 
oreyi follows an ouopou:lng of iho spirit ot 
Gtod, and Mr. ruoTmon'i brooJi tends to oon 

t mj the .-hum Ktnotional religion is a phOOt 
Of insanity. Tl;e man who is full of the Hop 

Oboot is bug-house. Dementia oooloolootla 

will be the defense of this mop when tried for 
killing his wife. Religion is | damied POOO 
thing to l«1 alone The world has bOOB OIITOOi 
with it since history began and is still under 
its baneful dominition. This uroeh 1* 00 event* 
ful one for i.li^ioii 

But throo da\s have penned and it has hafl 
tWO BOM 'lavs. A ehupel ffOI MlOOtOd 01 
Annapolis. Md . upon government ground for 
tha Naval Offleers and OOdttl of UM U, I 
service. 

The OOnOtltOttOO says that no recognition of 
religion shall be mad.', but tie- government 
d... s not DOtfeor about CoOflUtWtlOflOl Inhibitions 
when It desires to "graft." The Supreme 
Court has decided that the Uoman Catholic 



Dwellers in huts have built Thy eathedrals 
Ond overlaid them wltlj barbarie gold. Wear- 
ers oi ri^s have woven purple and fine linen 
fo Indolent tyrants claiming to net for Thee. 
Prleotfl hav fattened while children cried for 
breed. And Thou art Cod Hadst Thou been 

mother the ery of children boo tenoned Thy 

heart. Maiy s tears as sh- watch. d the death 

efony of the orooo, orer« kindlier than Thy 
ollenei In Iho dkton Help ui to forglvo Thee. 

If Thou wouldst have thy name r o VO f Od on 

earth, mnko kind and grnotouo tbooo who em- 
broider it on their garments and banish It 
from their hearts. 

if rethjlon is to oodure a m on g omn cast out 

from 1' the devils of hutted and clothe it 
with the comeliness of sanity and love. If 
Thy tompltO OH 10 !• main, opeo thOOJI to the 
light and make them hospitable to oVOTy 

boneet thought sine.- Thou ore silent, may 
mety opioh enodeetly orheo they epenh 
ot Thee. Mnec Thou art hldoV n. may men 
not etulm they see. 

And if in the inimitable myeterlen of life 
and death there i».- thorn orho, eeeklni oan- 
not fin i. pondorlni onnnot knon orho queo- 

tion the eternal sih nee in vaiu. who say al 
last Thou art not— turn not Thou from them! 
May honest doubt find favor in Thy Olflhti 
reason unfeuring walk the oortbl choraoter 
DO OOUntOd Of salvation's very potfj the ooble 

purpoee ami onoelfloh olm »».• oeor to Thee, 
rlr anMnohlaf meet Thy ■eorehlns inne, 

and lo\.. the key Dnlookim all th. pat-s of 
io> if ThOU art tJod. 



Church schools are entitled to receive the in- 
dmo Truel rondo hold by th.» lavernment. 
To . eiebrate tiie triumph of ehoroh over vtete 

Mr. CotYnian littinply fOei 00 a*l OOC l O Ol OOtl* 
OOl debOUeh and QOtfl Ids v .if. s throOt Su - ly 
Ore are MeOOOd with ■ thousand hands of 
HgtOBi Oil working for the demorolllOtloa Of 
mankind. 

.•. fool of a women bepl ker nuobood'i body 
for Ave da>s while ChrUttuui Bolentlom kUd 

on holy hands bj an endeavor to reoUTieOl the 
renmlno. The corpse is still dead. As a won- 
derful exhibition of faith, this event In ChrlO- 

tmo Science endnronce and failure li Intereet- 

• • ui oo a oun fo th. disease, it is hope* 

leoo. 

When C. S. takes possession of th. mind it 

d - m to the exohmlon of : > 1 1 mnoa ond renoon, 

and the \ i. t | I om< I as a littl. child or fe 
b | idtOt, an : therefor, til fOT Heaven. 

Relbjkw hoi oo often proven Itn snfltneoo 

for human toleration that it is a miracle that 

tools enough can i»e found to ootor «<• it. There 

is no depth in dOg TOd o t lOO thoi religion has 
not rothOOOOd and wallowed in. There Is no 

< i im. it has not oommltti d it o] i" 'is to I be 

most sordid and most Mlfloh poJMttOnO In huiiian 
OntUrO and thrives upon dissimulation. It is 

aii that it dooorlhei Rofl to bo ond more i» 
aioirvoo "ii the donnnomtlon that 08 lan- 
guage can fnrnbm ond oil tongnoo utter, and 
pom portrmy. 



DAVE'S LETTER 



To His Dear Heavenly Father. 

NO. 4. 

H'opyriuht applied for ItM bf Franklin H. 
ReoML) 

bfy Door Heavenly Pmther What kind of 
water is it that oomoo out from under the 
•-"teat whit.- thrown, where you set? Is it 
Whoty water? Is that where the river of life 
I start I If I conclude to ko there will I 
hav. to swim it? Joe says it will be easy to 
swim in. If we have faith.? Is It thick He 

■eye: "vr« win ju^' oooof ober.*' but 1 don't 

beMevo he knows, but he thinks he does tho'. 
.b>.- is the most imtuinativo darkey I ever 
saw. He can tell exactly how yon look and 

how everjrthlni kmhi tii» there, when he gets 

excited or Inspired, specially if he has a dOPO 

or two of peruno or omeryment. He ponor* 
all', lakes the POruno before church and th<« 

onerymenl oftor, 
Were tho roveni tint bro ogh t meat to Ellin 

on the d- oeVt inspired" We have six kinds 
hear, that cany spoiled meat to OOOh other. 
The little nn.s ate btitch.-r btrdO; the next 

orowoi the nexl rav eno. tho next Hmonerde; 

the next vultures ntal the big t nes are con- 
dors A eOTrtmr OOOld carry a bnrro If It hadn't 

been deed too lonnT. Could you inoplro mo it 

you wanted too. If 1 prayed? Joe says you 

con Ineplrt anythi n g you omn! to, but pnpo 

Mjrd you OOn't Inontro anything that has 
brains in it. Wis that a sure enough war In 
heVOfl • Only I i'»ke to amuse you? We have 

lots ..f Dtoturoi of it ond there are lots of horses 

with four Pes and two winns and two 
arms and th.y 0T0 riding nnd flying Ond 

slashing oooh other orlth ooerdo, Do you like 

see peoplo bleed 1 Is Roosevelt a man after- 
voui own heart" T'apa savs he |fl and will go 
to h. aven Ro says he will want to boss when 
hi teU there and yon better look out. As 

ever 

DAVE. 



FUGITIVES. 

tlty Julia C. Coon ) 



0 my. con rou ooo, deer, ■ glimmer of day? 

'fin thorno press ohont mo so ohme. 
|ty feel -tow so tired «»f tho otonoo i>y the 
way, 

And I hear tin low bay of the hounds. 

O, love be tied, for the gloom must peon 

Tia- day e'.-n must follow the night. 
U/e must prem on for justice. fOT right and 

for truth. 

por monhlnd'i sai<<- ore must fight. 

< ». look for OhOOd. OOn y«»"i OOl see a light? 

If] atrennth oeomo fi>«t slipping away. 

The patli is so st. . p, and the brambhs so 
shatj. 

T.I1. t.ll me. wh.-n 00000th 'la- day? 

(». love. b<- stroiiK. for the mr»rn must come, 
The hist rays are gleaming on us; 

And the nlShl mil he passed the long bar 
tie Won. 

\nd will reel In tho dawn'i oofl glow. 

I 

i» tOkt 01] hand, help QM up the rough path. 

Let tie borrow of courage and strength, 
Till pro i«;ich the bloom of the world's after- 
math. 

And the ontloni i gmd o r o l oo m t ring. 
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That Grain of Gold 



Text Taken From an Apt Saying by 1 
Robert G. Ingersoll. 



(By Susan .1 Peck.) 

• | belong t<> great ehnrcb that holds 

the world within its starlit aisles: that finds 
with Joy the grain of t^f >ld in every creed, 

and Moods with light and love the genni 

of good in e\er> soul. " — IngsrSOU. 

I shall not aoevsc Mr. [ngersoll of alluding 

to matt rial gold, for 1 n< iirvc that he in. ant 
the sold of truth. Ay<- tin- grain of the 
gold of truth* How well the creed makeri 
understood their work against tinman nature 

with its Innate lonuings after truth. How 
suhtly they plotted when they scattered 
the few gralni of truth through the oreedi 
that they would !'«>!<•♦• upon their fellow 
i». Inge. How they calculated that after the 
■harp conflict In which their lihertiei and 
t he i < cognition of t beir right to t be one 
natural creed of Justice should i>. wrested 
from them, the) would retain the creedi 
falae thougb tiny irere and for the safes 
of tif gralni of truth hidden in them Ami 
■o for nineteen hundred yean Lhe basest, 
the cruelesl tbs most degrading ciitcI. made 
by sensualists and tyrants, a c reed of mur- 
der, plunder, outrage and drunkennesi ami 
misnamed Christianity, litis held the great 
majority ol Europe and, for the last few 
centuries of this Western Hemisphere; held 
then in a thrall squalled onlj bj thai to 
which their snot itors were subjected, under 
tin- lame creedi mucb older ami called by 
other names; end all i» cam i of the tew 
■nattered gralni of the gold of real Christi- 
anity, or, natural religion of Loi i ; bj 
neighbor as thyself ami "Do unto others 

.,s ys would that they should do unto J mi " 

And so, too, one of the worst requirement! 
of that creed, ris: war. you bavs accepted. 
War. with Iti last farewelli spoken by pale 
lips above breaking hearts. War with its 
tragedies in every bonis from which a 
soldier goes tortb to murder others, as mucb 

in slavery as is ho. Tragediei in which tin- 
lath, r presses to his breast for the last time, 
the little onei who have been wont to look 

to him for protection and whom he. in thai 

last embrace, dares not hope to meet again. 

Tragediei in which young wives and 

mothers, looking through the vista of the 
coming rears, cling despairingly to those 
for whom the) i it fathers, mothers, homes 
;ill d all their ( srlit r assoolatloni and « Itb 
i ho h. art. breaking orj : 

How can 1 h L >ou gOl How can 1 live 
without you:" 

Tear themselves from the encircling arms, 
to s/ateb with tear dimmed eyes the reced- 
ing forms, which turn and ever turn, to 
catch each one more glimpse, until the\ are 

lost%mong those other bears hearted, gaily 
uniformed, husbands, fatheri ami brothers, 

n tO march aw a J to be made an army 

of murderers, each trying to be bran ami 

think it ah just. 

And you. my listers, bare accepted all 
this; and because a few well sounding 
words and phrasei our Bag/' "Our 

Country," ''OUT patriotism."' and even tin 

insulting ones "our rights," ami "Our 

liberties," and in some lands. 'Our king," 

■catti red, like lhe few grains of gold, 
through the awful, the terrible cr eed of war, 

have hcen spoken hy the wily creed makers, 
to lull to sleep the spirits of men and 



Women and make then 'he puppets of 
brutal rulers, who feast upon the hlood 

money, when they have driven their dupes 

• like sheep to the slaughter." And more 
than that, you wives and mothers, sisters 
and sweethearts, have sccepted 'his fiend's 
creed of war, because of ths word god; 
forgetting that nearly ail the nods were ami 
still are wicked men; and the prayeri of 

the chaplain; whose share of the feast is 
his salary: and because id' the small privil- 
ege granted to you of sometime bringing 
bome your poor Itarved, or. mangled dead — 
yes dead now. after the last shriek and the 
iast groan bavs sunken Into the last sigh; 
after the last thought Of home has given 
place to t he last dying hope. 

Sometitm you may bring home all thai 

remain! and place them in gravel over 
which, you may strew (lowers ami weep, 
while you remember tin last smile, the last 
word, <»r. the last letter, your own luspense 

now given way to the dreader certainty; 
and even over those BTSVCS, the chaplain 

sayi mole prayers; and because you knew 

the right of yourselves ami those who are 
-one. to make home and life and loVS and 

peace sacred ami boly, yon bavs mistaken 

your Sentiments which hollowed them all 

wnh the memory of your .had. for your 
veneration for war ami the makeri of war. 
those hlood thirsty fiends who should be 
known as such. 

Although there is no doubt that there are 
exceptions, war demolishes those who ss* 

cape de;ith. or wounds: and probably few 

escape these ami disease too; ami i have 
in aid women, the wives of reterans, say 

of their husbands, that tiny have never 

been the same in character since the war; 

something of self-respect had departed, 

something of manliness bad gone, 

After the (dose of our civil WST, 1 r» 

member having heard a mother say, that at 
its beginning, she had isven sons, old 

enough to enlist: and that mother said it 
with pride. Seven nn n whom she had ^i\. D 
to the country as she regarded it; and I 
can appreciate ber pride, because, she be- 
lie vei their cause a just one. (and so it 

is in SVery War), and alSO that war. is a 
part of the god-madS destin) Of the world. 
But oh: if sh. oOUld have known that that 

was (like all other wars) bad been for man) 
years contemplated, (and tor the revenue 
that it would j leld io ii i promoters), could 

she have known that each approach to the 

ultimate .mi had been carefull) provided 

for. and by men, (the Onlj ^ods of WST), 

i think that b< r pride would have been 
■omen hat rtiflfen nt. 

The following quotations, from the Minne- 
apolis Tribune, shows to what dangeri the 

wives and families of soldiers. SVOU arm> 

officers, are exposed, whil< their busbandi 

and father! are engaged In serving the 
baron, (called the lord), and Other slaxers 

of the people, 

•Mrs. Mary Lawless Rorschach, wife of 
Lieu. Prank Rorschach, i B. N. was Mur- 
dered, in her home, * 1 1 by an un- 
known burglar, early today. Bhe was shot 

through 'he heart with her own pistol, taken 

from h< r hand by the burglar. • • • 
lira Rorschach whose fesrlessnesi wis 

w.ll known, was living, witb ber tWO Chil' 

dren, aged seven ami Sve rears." (her only 
protectors) 



"Her husband, Lieu. Rorschach, formerly 

of the United States battleship Kentucky, 
but now more recently promoted and trans- 
ferred to the United States cruiser Tennes- 
see, now with Admiral Evans' fleet off 
Provincetown, Mass., on target practice, was 
absent. The shots awakened the older boy, 
Frank, jr., and the mother cried to the boy, 
upstairs: 'Frank, somebody has taken my 
pistol and shot me. Go quickly for help. 
* * • But when he returned with neigh- 
bors, his mother was dead." (A victim of 
war I An effort was made to inform Lieu. 
Rorschach by wireless of the tragedy. Mrs 
Rorschach was a handsome woman ;:♦'» years 
Old and one of the most accomplished 
musicians in Virginia. Gov. Swanson has 
offered a reward of $2<»0, for the capture of 
th. murderer of Mrs. Rorschach. The cap- 
tain of the ship was requested to break 
the news to the husband, who was located 
on board the armored cruiser Tennessee, 
now at the Boston navy yard. It is under- 
stood that he will be immediately relieved 
from duty so that he may at once go to 
Norfolk." 

If Lieu. Rorscnach had fallen on the deck 
of that floating palace, shot through the 
heart, during a battle, would his death have 
been called a tragedy! No. They would 
have called it patriotism; the patriotism 
that demands that a man desert wife and 
helpless lit Me ones, to engage in the work 
of gaining glory (gold), for the money loan- 
ed and to make another vain attempt to 
satisfy the insatiable greed and ferocity of 
the savage men-gods of war. President 
Roosvelt is reported to have said: "A good 
soldier should not only be willing but 
anxious to tight.'' So apparently should 
some dogs and for the same cause — that 
their masters may win the proceeds. 

What, think you, must have been in the 
mind of that mother. Mrs. Rorschich. while 
she. dying, awaited the return of her little 
seven-year Old son ? Did she remember the 
promise, made only a few years before by 
the absent husband, to "love, honor and 
cherish ? N Ami what else does cherish mean 
but to protect? Kphesians v. 23 : "For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ (the true Christ and there were and 
are false Chrlsts), is the head of the church; 
and he is the Savior of the body." (Grain of 
gold.) Lieu. Rorschach was engaged in 
target practice (wasting your earnings and 
mine), that he and others might become profl- 
ch nt in tin- arts of war and that the missiles 
thrown from the guns with which that 
cruiser il armed, may fall among the homes 
of soldiers of other lands. And in those 
homes dwell families whose mental condi- 
tion like that of so many in the homes of 
our own soldiers, may be best described in 
the words of the little girl. who. in explana- 
tion of her timidity said: "We are always 
afraid now. little brother ami mama and I. 
afraid at night too. to go to sleep, 'cause 
papa is gone to the war." 

President Roosevelt has spoken against 
race suicide and Urged men who earn per 

baps two, or three dollars per da>. to follow 

each his example, (and he, a man whose 
income is at least, many thousands ay. art. 
ami rear a large family; and that too, with- 
out consulting with tin 1 mother, which is in 
itself the grossest of immorality; and is the 
creed of the licentious, drunken tyrants, of 
whom we read in the old and new testa 
incuts and who ordered yOOJIg women stolen 
for the same purpose; that brutal debauch- 
on might furnish material for war; while 
the natural moral code regarding generation 
and which obtained before man allowed 

13.) 
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Current Comment on Public Events 
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POtitlOOl . \1>. -li< n« i. s have ltd to a system 
Of govehnmental espionage over tin- doings of 
OOrponitlOIUi ami tla- doctrine Of "publicity" 

has beoo o M e ngra fted upon politico] platforms. 

No Mtttf what OOttnM may h. pursued by 
either of tht part h-s it is a s. H-. \ hlt-nt fact 
that cu p.. rat.- p..w, r will OOnttlllM to exist 
hut It is a wise maxim that would brlnf DOT* 

porationn under governmental control than t<» 

have th. cot porations control tla goVO m— lit 
Now why OOttM not UM MUM dootrfM apply to 
the church Chu dies an- hut aggn gat ion* 
or combinations of individual units aial it is 
palpable tliat commercial <orpoi;, -.ions bOVO 
wrought b-ss . vils upon th.' mass, s than have 
the churches. ( mop a church IQOHlhCIOllIp con- 
ceives th.- tiotiou that it would b« advnta- 
gOOtMl to their inst'tution for oertoin 1000101 
legislation to h»- enacted. th< y at once combine 
in an effort to Hi-run* it. Lawmakers an- sought 
after and specious nrgum- i:t< offered. TNH 
lawmakers iuvariahly seek to play to th. mO« 
jo'ity. Of th<- Iteming majority, and being nan 
urally anxious to curry favor with any con- 
siderable element of tin- people the Ohurob 

views an- noquloood in and ih« legislation 

follows. 

Tin- tUggl OtlOU is now mad.-. end let it ho 
known that it cones from a prcOPtlCI", that 

ohurehoi ghould bo eubjeeted to govt nmonl 

inspection, especially OOnOOfttlng th.- acquisl- 
tlon and expenditure of money and M UM 
ReV. J. B. Swoy.-r. pastor of point BrOtgO 
ehureh. in Philadelphia, announces his inten- 

tion of preparing and prooontlng ■ hin be- 
fore tin- Best Pennsylvania Qenera] Assembly 
making it obligatory upon all ohurchef. to re- 
port to th'- state, showing how mm h mom v 

hoi been received by eenh during th.- veer, 

and th.- purposes and direction in which it 
has be. ii spent 

it is also entremely gratifying to know that 

thin sann- preooher is in favor of imposing a 
tax upon church property, and h- is quoted 
as saying "1 know of BO Other OlON of prop- 

trty better tola to pay taxee i don'l ere why 

a single BMOBbOf of a parish should want for 

the eoeeeemrtei of Ufa while his ohuroh is 

worth thousands, perhaps hundreds of thous- 
ands." 

That is well said and It looks as if bi really 

meant i' if every other pi icher In tie- 

country would hut DOOM to his way of think- 
ing and speaking it would not h< long bofo <* 

th«* unjust burdeni Impound ui thn oettege ««f 

laiior would be portloJIy removed end Nutation 
more aquultood As for ehureh funds belni In* 
■po ot od by th.- government, that is another 
and diffe r en t motter if the ehurohi is a 

private institution organized for private good 

or gain, it is doubtful if the govennment, 
bej right 1" Interfere or to require them »<» 
muk'' tiny n-port. There is ouch I thing I • s 
onrrying gove r nment too far On th.- other 

hand it may he tru<- that <hui.h fundi RT* 
in many IttOtenOOO handled in a loos.- nr.mti. r 
and that OVOfl the majority of Its m<-mlM-rshlp 

d«*H not know just how th. mon< \ i- npeot 
Orontor pubMeity in ehurob effeJn nughl lend 

to a more ogoody undoing; 

• I | 

The faet that Thomas I'nine should bt nndO 
the Huhje.-t (Or a ObUTOb s.-rmon IndhaLs a 
redlonl departure from the . hun h OOntomi 



■ t a i. w yenri ego. To us. Pnine as a suh- 

|eet and to commend his work from a pulpit 
is an indication of ehun-h lil>. ra liz;i t ion end if 

followed up wni soon bring th.' nam.- of the! 

illustrious patriot nmn trulhtullv h.-foiv the 

people. 

Prom a clipping oenl t<» tin- Bhide we lenrn 

tha' ROV. William Thurston i.iown. a I'hitiii- 

Inn prenohor of emm weetdrn oity, rooently 
btuded Peine for ids nhon both in o merino 
in .i Prnnoe in behnlf of human liberty, it 

lias long h.-.-n th.- saeivd duty of tla- < h r«y 

to .oupi.- th.- nomt of Point with terms ..r 
hatred ami re prone hi and it is hut n fen 

months ha.k since the 1'i.sid.nt of UUO 

mighty repubUe mad.* oneering mlbronoo to 
Peine by onlttng him a- gjtby Nttti Athe mt H 
Enough < nieinm h;,s been omdo of Roone* 

\<lt for Ids malicious and unli .thful attack 

without entering further upon oueb a oourec 

at this time, tlx- principal i point deolrod t'» be 

emphnomod is that with a constantly inoreoo* 

inn humanity th.-r.- is a grontor lOOttng of 

ohnrlty end tove In every human been which 

k I Well for the future. 

• • • 

Th.- crimes of preachers s'ill keep opnot 

with the times, with all th.* civiiizinK In- 
fluence of education it s. < ms ImpOOlllUO to 
i >l • men, that is real men, of some p each* 

ers. it is had enough when ■ pica, bor out* 
regi - womnnhood hut when passion ■pende 

ii< tor.-.- upon a rm-ie child th - brute nature 

beoomei lupreme. lYom drooohooh. Texee, 

comes tla- r.-poi-t tliat Rev. W. » . Hart. ;» 
preacher of that place, is now in jail on an 

exceedliuj Mrioui ohnrge that of a criminal 

assault upon a yWUSg child of tla- tender a«n 
of H' >.a s. who. the report states, has he- 
POm i a mother. WJe n MTeOtOd hy th. . on- 
■tnhta upon a wariant ohniglng him with the 
offense named. thiM preacher was gJHng at* 

oppolntmenl to prnnoh at sum.- oenr*by piece, 
end hod, doubtliQi onued upon the faithful 

to oontlnne in the service of Ids dear l^»rd 

and .-hip in Ubernlty t<» luppon the ohuroh. 

While pouring forth his CTttde and harharous 
dOOtrlM tla- child-victim of his rapacity WOO 

■gonhnng with pain atid ■uffoiing, la- ■ooreety 

giving h. r a OlngM thought. No wonder the 
community is said to he tbOOhed and his crime 
i^ being made tie- suh.je. i of much criticism and 

comment. No wonder the church is so lnoop*> 

ahle Ond ineffectual ill the lll'iltl uplifting of 

th.- race. No wonder that r reecho ri ore 

• omiiiK more and mo..- into .-out. mpt What 

mnket the 'tine- even wots.- then one would 
■uppooa hy a nore ouroory ilnnoi at the re- 
port is the fact that thfl Child hid bOOfl M 
inmate ,,f the State <lrph.in at CorotonnO from 
which institution Hhrl had tak.-i, her to blO 

hom. rjnder the ^uis.- of giving her a borne 
and covered hy tin* olonob «»f rollgloui hypoori- 

■y, this man of Ood outraged th- child he had 

momlly plodgod hlmrtM to proteel wini.- wrm 

do not approve of the methods of the . ourf 
of Judge l.\neh. nor ■OOOtlOg rnoh violence 
y. t this is a case. If th. repOd he true. whOTO 

.mo prenohor lomi in tht lend would be a 

Iplendld think'. 

• • • 

in..- of the unnerved proMonm thai appears 

to confront the Christian ohUTOb in America, 
of all denominations, is the s.aidty of sin. 



dentl for the minlstiy. These facts are Krow- 
iiiK more patent OVOiy day. The passing of 
he Andover thOOtOgteol seminary for lack of 
OpOhli students to take the pr.scrihed course 

lor mlnieti rial purpoooo. Tot some yonio 
i-:is tin* Bptooopnl ohurohM have oomphuned 

of this lack of desire upon the part of young 
linn to enter the ministry and the result to- 
day is that this church presents but an in- 
ferftor class of pfonohon Whoa compared with 
MOne of tie- other denominations. The M.-ihod* 
ists have been and still an- in the same dilem* 
n.a. Now 000001 the I'leshytei ians who find 
similar tans, tor complaint. in the, recem 

ienernl eeeembiy held at Kansas city. h.-v. 
s. w. tneed of Pltteburg, plainly told his 
Donfrorea that in oil the land, ot ail the cou 

1' I now being OMUntOined for the training 
of preachers for this form of faith, only 117 stu- 
dt Bti ' ..ui. I h. found Many of the members 
laid the blame for this upon the state colleges 
end universities of the country for turning the 
IhOUghtl Of students from reUgtOtM to com- 
ae ivial currente. They probobl) forgot that 
p. reonnl deolri outi boom ggvro for witb the 

ebundnnoo <»f training estahli>hments for all 
faiths young nieii OtrtVe tO avoid them and 
prefer an education in other ami differoni 

Hnet Tl nly solution that was offered 

came from Rev. lOOOph W. » o.-hran, of New 

v<ak. who deelored that it would be oeoooonry 
for the Preohytorlon ohuroh t<» either import 
more mlnjotem, draw upon other ilonwnlno 

lions, or us.- untrained men in the pulpit, 
i-'rom such facts as these we are Justified in 

drawing the Inferenoi that the entire christian 

church is in a oomtltMO Of negl.-ct from which 
it must ultimately sink into QtOUOO. It is not 

so mony yonn ogo thnl round men coieili 

sought the ministry because of n.- importance 

they eouid derive from the position. Today 
young in.-n dodge the pulpit and these ore 
healthy signs of ■ retrogreeofvt movement sn 

for is the orthodox religion is concerned 
♦ I • 

Th.- beneneent Inguenom of iciigion, wq - 

lally the Chrietlon brand, ore further demou- 
nt oted through crime Qonovlovo Coloenoi 
wit • of Leon CotomOi o cook employed In a 
■on FTonoiooo botel, while under the deleter" 

ions inllueii.es of a religious mania, shot and 

killed bor huebend in the bunjt dining room 

filled With gU.StS. 

According to the pubtiehed reportd there 

was no special motive for the e*ime. It was 

committed deliberately, Oonooollng the weapon 
beneath the folds of bor dreoo, rho no Hod her 
huobnnd from the bltohon and Inunodtetely 

shot him. Not I word was pissed b.-twe-n 

thenv Th. huobnnd stated thnl his wtft woe 

insane on the MbJOOl Of religion and this Is 
the sole excuse given Can you call that re- 
ligion divine'.' Can there he anything that 
If divine ObOUl ■ religion that can exert such 
a mu dorOUl I nfl UO H Oi upon th. m ind of a man 
OT Woman? Inspired adultery and murder are 

the orownlni oharnoteiiotlce «»f rhe christian 
religion end no wonder oeed be esprooood ol 
the demoralising Influence! it is «;ip- 

otMO of exerting In its mildest form mllgVMI 
is bod enough, hut in such extreme cases it 

offordi on unnnoworable orgumenl ognimn 

Itself. 



Thai people who n" to ohuroh regularly onob 

Sunday do so mOTO fTOm habit th.m from orln« 
Olple, it is ■ fool now admitted hy sonic of the 
Church authorities. Church attendance |g a 
habtl which priests and |WOOOhon assidiously 

cultivate Beginning with the ehlM, who is 
s. nt to lundny lehool, end gradually drawn 
Into the ohuroh, the hnhtl beeomei almost ■ 

s.-cond nature and It is difficult to OVOroOme 
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it iii mn amture reoro. Burly la Ufa, be* 
Ion Um mind ii.is boon formed, Um ohtM hi 

saturated with UM Christian sut.erst ition and 
the tret bends, naturally in 1 1 1 * - direction in 

which Um young twig is inoUned, 

in spite of all this there is i tendency for 
adults to nbntola from Attending ohureh and 

t0 su.h an extent has this tendency grown 

tbni Um ehurehee an loudly eompuUnlnej of 

UM Inek of nttondnnot OBOh Sunday and th* 
evident lack of int. nst in religion upon UM 

port of Um omoom In both Bngmnd and Amor* 

KM. Kv. ry Sunday OOBM OfOnohOff Muds it is 

nooofonry for bin to hold forth upon this sub- 
ject and not a f. \v offer 10010 OUggOOtlon M 

a mooni of Inerenolng the ottendnnoo at his 
particular I'limvii. Bribee are offered. They 
used to employ threotn, but that goaM won t 
work in Iheo i p r oo n l ii daya. An ootlanito has 
boon mad.' whi. h pjaeea fully eeventy-flve pet 
cent «»f the peop l e who reneeln away fn»m 

church ami many difl. r« i-t cans.- ♦ f ih.s |n« 

difference ore ■oolgnnfl Bui Feu seen to onto 
dleoovered the real en una which is the fa.t that 
the i pie have had enough of reUgtm, ore 

sick and tlrod «'f the suhj.ct and hUVO 04 lCtl« 

-aiiy abando n ed it. 



Aooordlng to gehootlon Meeamer 
Arehhlohop "i the Roman OnthoUo Dlocooo of 
Mttwnukoo, the dteeatabtlehaMUt of Um ehuren 

in Italy is bound to tnho lilac • in the m ar 
hltUTO. This is a onsumation devoutly t<> he 

ninhod. with Prnat noting the ohureh ami 

Italy following suit, tlu- latter, tow the hOOM 
of the Vatican, will Inflict a HMTO MrlOUl MOW 
upon the church. Bishop Ifeoomei admits that 

everything now points to su.-ii an event, ami 
is oepabte <»f reaUatng that the government 

tOOl not OOOUpg a friendly nttltttdo towards 
tlu- church. Tlu- gfOWth Of eduoniloo in Ku- 

rope is produolng an anti-otorlon] feeling, ami 
Um Innumerable bypoerMlee within the ohurota 
ail working Um Freethought Ma von an g the 

mass, s in all Buropo. It must have boon a 

''it Mr pill for btebop hfeeemer to nwnllow when 

in a rOOOOt slal.-m. nt mad.- in pubtto he sahl: 

"it is true that a large portten of the peo- 
ple of Italy ■eon to bo drifting away from the 
Church, many of tic in into imld. lity. This 
is due to two onUOM first, to the fa.t that 
the universities and higher Institutions of 

learning are el in the hando of Um governmea\ 
Infldele a <• appointed to the prof easoraht pa, 

and the works of the QermUU phUOOOphOll 
Mndlng to infidelity ate translated into Italian 
and taught In UMBO institutions. Thus. In- 

BdelMy is oown brondoaal emoog the upper 
olnnoon, 

\\'ith«M«t knowing it or reattetng it. p. i haps. 

this priest has placed education us | , •. ,|- da- 
tive ,.f InfldoUtl and practically admits that 

the orthodox religion onn nourish beet only 
whore bjnorunoe prevailn Nor win an extend* 

Od roHgM Ul instruction avail the church h«- 

onuno tin- oha meter of Inat ruction Implied 
thereby doei not make for the progreee that 

mark* the ago in which we are Uving. When 

we oonalder the further fa.t that the Pope 

cannot appoint I bjohOp UnMy, naVO in some 
of the old Bomnn states, without the consent 

and approval of the government, w. may p. r- 
oetva that this ehurch is n<» longer able to 

dMtntO hut is dictated to Th. re can bt no 
douht abOU( th. unfrieiullimss of the Italian 

government towards the ehurch ami the 

ernmcut has good and sulli. i.-nt oauae to he 

unfriendly. The chur.h has never aided the 
government nave when H oouM aid ItooM by 
so-doing Bnpertenco has taught even govern" 
menu that a ohuroh power, aolld ami Influeo- 

tial. within its jurisdiction. Is an uiuni\. d 
evil ami MM hy OpM restrictions are plnood 



upon the ohureh and its power ourbed. Nat- 
urally taougta the preuehere moke a kick hut 

it i< worse than useless. Let dis. stublishment 
.on,,. Miid may UM day that bring! it he hast- 
ened in its dawning. 

Inst native figures, showing the apathy of 
the p oOfJo towards the .hutch, are contained 
in the report of th,- ICattCheOter Olty Mission. 

submitted to the annual meeting. 

In six districts of th.- < it\ A tails wOft Qtt* 

tolnod oopoerntng '20 ■treeta, totalling no.** 
hous.s. Taking one repreeentetlve from each 
hounoi Ml omlmo d to attend a pie 4 wer- 

ehip. Ml stated that "they never go anywhere, M 
and H elainn-d a nominal adherence to OtlUrell 
or chapel, hut owned that they did not go. 
In another district, out of 7.*. bOUOOO t> nant- .l 

hy "Protootonte" only six profeeoed to attend 

I place of worship. In MUM lOOnttUoi the 
average was one in ten; ai beOt it was one 
in lour or live. 

ieventy-nve pot cent of the people, there* 
fore, do not attend woralttp, while the claim 
of attachment t.i some place, made by many 

for the sake of respect ihilit > . will be found on 

examination (aayi the report) to be no Inden 

as to the faets of tin- 0000. 

frequently on Inqutn it le dteoovered that 

Umy have not boon for -i\ or lOVOn years 
In many 00001 and not since marriage; the 

huobnnd gave it up when he left tunday 

s.hool. and the woman oktlOM thgt it is im- 

p oe el ble to k<» on aooount of having the chil- 
dren to see to. or. as 00)0 woman hluntly t x- 

p reo ne d it. "c.o.kI Hen vena man! Pvo got 
enough t.» do to k after the kids." 



That PlttflbUrg preacher dOnlOO t hat he re- 

ruoed t.» accept $100 in "mottoleee" gold from 
his oongrognthm Re nffera as proof of the 
denial th*> fact that no amney was offered 
him. 



THE PERFECTION Or GOD. 



Well Written Article on a Deep Subject From 
a Fifteen Year Old Lad. 

(By Jot» R Thorn » 
FOff the sake of a im r. eSpt ritn. nt h t us 
I'.. now the time maehine ..i II S W.-lls and 
travel backward if WO can. tar into the past. 

W it possihie for us to gone apon Um 

earth from ; , distan.e w would behold an 
enormous hody. piohahh tWMO lis prOOOnt 

nine, oompletety invloped In (lame, with an 

ahundanee of oxygen and hydnmcn that have 

not been forced off the awrfaee bj ohenrtonl <>r 

mechanical action 

still trnvelUag ire onoorvc th,- two elemenM 

"auied in a mON OOndOMMd form, and WO per- 
OOlve thy have ROW formed natOf, The water 
and the land were not divided then as they 
ire now hut the land overlapped the WUtOf 

and the water overtopped ihe Ian4 in oth.r 
word« th,- oombinntlon wrought >vas almpiy a 

shallow, muddy sla. OStonding f">ui polo to pole, 
for bo it known there wer. 00 mountains In 

thooe dnjgi 

Now the gUOOtlOn arises. OOU did life SrOt 
originate? Idfc Is hut the a«tur»l evolution 

of a body suppn.d with proper ehmatnbm I" 
p ann in g from a honied Mate Inl i a ooM state 
there was no Hre for there oouM »•,- none. 

We will not aUm our tnaelun.' at every sta* 

tton hut turn Um eranks m. i push rapidly 

on until we reach the monk. > nun epoch. The 
first man BOtMOd the moveic nts of the sun 
ltd stars; he saw the Hghtulni and h.anl tho 

thunder; be saw the neoeeliw movomonta «»f 
riven and eeaa; he saw volcanoee in eruption, 

and froiu UMM ph. nom, i, a th. nun god apOOH 
OaUM to he. Prom these MrreatMl, solar and 



stellar Mtper leno eO man drew the forces, those 
OOtfcmn, from which he created god. In other 
MrordO, simpler, perhaps. ev.-rythinK this early 
bird failed to understand he converted into a 
god, and what he did know could have been 
put into a capsule. 

Each of thooe k r <>ds had a separate function 
to "perform, hut . v.- y durn one of them took 
it oat of the poor little monkey-man. who had 
created them and was unable to defend hlm- 
eetf against them. In a few years he beg-in 
u» understand things a little better and he 
begun to get rid of his gr»ds one by one. Dur- 
ing tie- days of Hellenic civilization man was 

b l e e a e d, or pu re e d, with over 2000 gods. 

The Hebrewi wore porhnpa the first to show 
a little common wane. They ^ot awful tired 

"! so many cranky gods and narrowed their 
V talon down to but One In making this 
unitarian OtMOtlon they donated to him th« 
poeaeeeton <>f abnotuto poorer, not knowing or 
euittg how he would use It. He was a sour, 
sotn. times, a Just god. but waa extremely 
JeatoUO. He tnjoyed himself hy busting the 
tianktng Institutions of the Jews and appro- 
p iating their savings by sending either an 
Egypt MO or Assvrian army dWWU upon them. 
In this manner the Jew Ish god was Kettiiu,* 
porfbetod day by day. I-iter the Hebrews gav* 
him to the Oreeks. but the stnngest part or 
1 his affair is that the HobT OWl had Just as 
'nihil left. This god Krew jealous towanl the 
people for anting lu>g-meat because he likt»d 

it better an 1 b u r nt offering. 

Wh.-n god had monopolized Israel he turned 
his attention to a few other countries but 
didn't succeed in crossing the Atlantic until 
Columbua showed him the way. May he be 
< ould have done it if he wanted to but was 
Afraid of the redskins. I do not blame him 
eith.-r for not < omlng all hy his lonesome and 
MOVeitlng Injuns. 

<Iod Ho m ed to take an especial delight In 
Watching people blow out enOU other's brains 
ever ilnOC he aJhVWOd a monk to invent gun- 
POWdei Ihfore that he had the people use 
He also burnt San Francisco and 
allOWOd the heathen Japanese whip the Chris- 
tian RuonkUM and is now looking for another 
■Crop like that somewhere 

i! then, we have the pcopi.-'s grout ^<>d' 

He is selfish, unjust ami cruel. Instead of 
tlxing up home missions for his people ho 
visits foreign lands and it maybe that he 
bis got all the followers he can here as the 
army of Kreethought is steadily advancing. 
Ii w. . an run him and his missionaries abroad, 
why onn we not run them to the moon? But 
l. t us not hi t.H> hard on the Christians fOO 
they are modifying him that after a while 
we onn accept him Until that time comes let 
us await the perfection of god. 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. ing both recognized and admitted that serious alarm 

published ■ i is being fell by all the church anthoritiei in Europe 

Founded by Charles Chilton Moore In ISM snd sdltsd by him, until Mi *■ \ M , , . ± . _ - \ 
K.-i.n.:, >• t. v.'Q .i over || !( . growth oi secularism and what is deemed to 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Publisher and Manager fl XV | M ,|,. s;1 Qeglect Of Christian Worship. Tlie 

john r. charlesworth. - L , • . ' Editor clergy attribute the existing and continuing defections 
° ' '" x !S to the widely spreading doctrines of scientific agnoati 

sj, „,., n postpaid subscription rates. ^ ^ sdranos nigra and the inllnenee of Socialism. In this both 

riv. nes rearly subserlhers si one remittance, I1.N each. . . . . . , . . , #. „i, nM , 

Pivs trial subscriptions sent In s/ith one remittance, foi six ularism and socialism are held to lie joint lactoi > 

mTO Tr7al Subscriptions,' 15 cents per month. and there is consider;! hie of truth in the idea for 

Persian subscriptions, postpaid, .*2 no par year, . . . , jm . 
— advertising rates Bre 80 ( ' i " S(,, . v allied 1,1 useir causes and eltects. 

One inch, single column. 1 Insertion, 50 rents; MS month, or four 

The Socialist, however, prefers to confine his efforts 

month. M.«; * at i. n. Mediate economic reform. The rYeet Linkers 

ti al special realizes that no reform is possible while the church 

^^h^pubiFshir* 'hat tb< right to reject toy and all advertisements fa capable of wielding any political authority and the 

° nf ' r,ti — — latter prefers to concentrate his efforts upon the de 

GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. ** . ' . 

ati SUBSCRIPTIONS to tin Blads srlll be discontinued at the >! rm 1 mil o| theology and all that it implies to the 

tIT^tZ^X^I "tW^wT JSS &£ cd that a peaceful evolution will ultimately lead to 

ecribers the data of expiration "t" subscription, Unrk numbers, *, m f . . . . 

or numbers omitted will be sent, a asked f<»r up..,, renewal in the redemption oi society and its reconstruction upon 

raotJLD°ANY srSScKl era: change hit or bar sSdree* advise this ; , sounder basis than at present, with the consequent 
oflire. tfivinK "M = ">d »<• " «ldreea, aa desired. . , 

Tn \'<»7<lx. . I' f iVv^n.."' km i'..' ut ' to ^ BriS^^K happlnew ol the race. 

Tin'"-.-TV l .r !, ,'-.-V. , ,r;. , ,-;r .<•• *r, m In Germany, where Socialira baa acquired greal 

MmwaS all tom^-kIpatiwi to the blui QiuM blade political proportion*, the clergy are looked apon ai 

p. ■>. rox 3i-3. i...xingi... i i M soil of "black police" and the chureh is regarded 

FREETHOVOB 7 . ORTHODOXY AND M !1 " »»titutioi> of stultification again* which war 

SOCi [JJSM ,nll>l ^fir^d sooner or later. In France, it is re- 
ported, that upon a recent public occasion the presi 
dent refused to enter Xotre Dame, and in a letter 

All Freethinkers are not Socialists. written from Vienna, and published in a Parisian 

All Socialist.- are not Freethinkers, journal, he expressed his belief that if Catholicism 

Freethought is a protest against an arbitrary re waJB lm1 already dead, it was, at least, dying in his 

ligious authority in mattera of government native land. Following this comes the official an- 

Socialism is a protest against economic wrongs nouncement thai in spite of growth in population the 

inflicted upon the masses through the avenues of evangelical church in Germany suffered from 12,000 

government defections in 1906 and that last year, in the city of 

Neither work upon precisely the same lines bul Berlin, alone, 4,000 people severed their connection 

both had their origin in outn ge. The one religious, wil|| t)ir ^ nrc ^ and ; ls membership was that much 

the other political. In tlie course of investigation the less aa the figures are given over and above all 

Socialist found that much of the injustice along ceo ;M jiui>sions. 

nomic lines had its origin in religious authority and, 

i 4l u . 4 ,. ,. , ... f , These secessions is the penalty the church baa got 

a. a .cMilt the Socialist soon d^ered that to |ier led of ^ pubUfl ^fare, of her 

attain his ideal, ho ^as compelled to work and aboi ^ ilf-aggrandisement, earing naught 

out>.de o and against Uh orthodox church. I he la • J« Tbe S;UU( , lvsults 

^ ***** '-.ouia.ement. Wica The tendency of 

aff ?^ ™ h ^! ^rw^T^ tl hiiich authorities to interfere in affairs of polit 

SOU ahne.ation dn I , ha nan, ze Witt I - impartanc e to the detriment and positive iiijury 

actions ol nght On the othar hand he iMce hinke the people must culminate in popular contempt 

that no true or asting polled o ofa^reh wi „ be shorn of 

economic reform can obtain until the church has been 

completely driven out of politics and its influence 8 P 0 *** 

entirely destroyed 1 conditions there is every reason why 

Under such conditions it is not at all surprising the aggressive Socialist and the aggressive Free 

that a- a political factor, the church authorits is OD a think- , , though not agreeing on all things, should not 

rapid dediue. The sincere Socialist cannot remain labor together for the ultimate triumph of both. The 

m the church. To SUCh an extent i, this fact becom- attitude of the church towards Socialism should bo 
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enough to convince its most enthusiastic sup} orter 
Qmt its power must bo taken from it before any sure 

enough reform can be won. That the church does 
exercise a power and influence over the government 
is i tact too plain to allow of any denial. Witness 
the haste and readiness with which Congress played 
right into the hands of the church power by restoring 
the hypocritical lie upon the coin of the realm in order 

to stand good with their constituents. No Free- 
thinker should vote for any member of that congress 

to succeed himself and if his defeat can he accom- 
plished through this then let him know just how it all 
happened. Political appointments are yet made with 
a view to placating this or that Beet, provided it can 

boast a large and influential membership, and when 

tin* Socialist begins to realize these facts, and under- 
stand their force and meaning, he will come to the 
conclusion that the freethinker is correct in his views 
and lend 1 if support in overthrowing Hie system. 

Whatever Virtue there may exist in Socialism it 
can never he won until the church power has been 
destroyed The lUCCeea of Socialism must lead to the 
destruction < the church. The church is a stumbiine; 
block in the path of all progress. It belongs to the 
past and is not in harmony with the present. 

Let. us quote: 

"Socialism nor any ism for the benefit of humanity 
can never come until the power of the church and god 
superstition is destroyed. 

"Hence economic freedom can never come as lorn* 
as the minds of the people are enslaved with god and 

heaven superstitions." 

This paragraph comes from the People 9 ! Tress of 
Chicago* and is so appropos to our own ideas upon 

this important subject that we reproduce it ap- 
provingly to show that others Agree with us thereon. 

From time to time the Blade has laid particular 
emphasis upon the fact that it il practically impossi 
hie to win and retain the slightest modicum of 

reformatory progress until the church power in public 

affairs has either been destroyed or its influence 
weakened to the extent that it is incapable of making 
itself felt. 

The church has ever been a reactionary. The 
church has invariably undertook to give its support 
to the established order of things. In its politics, M 
in its theological professions, it has stubbornly fought 
against any change, realizing that thought transitions 
are dangerous to the perpetuity of so called divine 
institutions. The only change the church would ever 
tolerate were such as were calculated to increase its 
pOWW and influence and, incidentally, to increase its 
revenues. Every political tyrant was held to be of 



divine ordination until political intrigue turned aganst 
the church tsdf. The priests and preachers of all re- 
ligions must live, somehow, and being Don producers 

they must tind a sustenance upon tin- fruits of 
anothers labor, and the church system is admirably 

adapted to the purpose of extracting a full share of 
the world's wealth \vitlmut expending any effort 
toward it> production. Any change From the estab- 
lished order tended to injure the church. For these 
reasons the church opposed change. The church 

seeks to keep its adherents in that frame of mind 
wherein the individual will sink all moral and social 

improvements into an attitude of subserviency as 
compared with issue of the church itself. 

It is not assuming too much to say thai every social 
reformer i> capable of fully realizing the truth <•!" the 
position here stated. Then the wonder is that pro 
noun. (.1 advocates of social reform, as shown by the 
report* of the recent Socialist convention .-it Chicago, 
should be fearful lest they be recognized as openly 
offering an antagonism to the church and its multi- 
farious phases of religious belief. 

The reports given of that convention indicate that 
the warmest sort of a discussion took place between 
the various elements composing it. We have 
previously stated that some Freethinkers are Social- 
ists and some are not, others being indifferent. It 
is also true that, some Socialists are Freethinkers, 
while other Socialists are still adherents to one or 
another of the denominational manifestations of 
( Christianity. There can be no doubt, "i question, that 

as a whole, the Socialist party stands opposed to 

church activity in politic.-. This fact is readily 
admitted by all factions. Such an admission makes 

the Christian-Socialist an anomaly. If church 
activity in polities i> admittedly pernicious, product 
ive of evil, or a subversion of the d ue principles of 

popular self-government, then the truth of the posi- 
tion above stated must he taken as confessed. 

Orthodox] is not merely a question of private con- 
science, as some of the Socialist debaters appear to 
infer. It is something more. Far centuries it has 

been an applied lone and the application has been 
derogatory to the best interests of the mas>es. Just 
so long as orthodox Christianity ruled supreme, 
either by its priests, in person, or through kings, b\ 

proxy, every new idea of reform was denounced as 

a sinful revolt against the authorities that had been 

divinel) instituted and ordained. As orthodo\> can 
not change without becoming heterodox, so will it be 

an utter impossibility for Socialism to make any great 
head\v;i> until the power of orthodox] has been 

broken and destroyed 
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Fully realizing this great truth the Blade has 

elected to concentrate its efforts towards the orad:< a 

tion of Christianity in particular, ami all religious 

systems, in general. To this extent must it pursue a 
destructive policy. The seas must he cleared of 

pirates before commerce can be made secure. Every 
retrograde influence must be weeded out of our polil 
ical system before reform can ever obtain a rare fool 
hold. .lu>t as this labor is made necessary in the 
interest of every worthy reform movement, then to 
the end that it may be successful all reformers can 

afford to take part in it. 

Socialism may not he concerned with religious 

beliefs, as some of its convention delegates assert, 
but the Socialists cannot he blind to the fact that re 

ligious beliefs have been, and are yet, mightily con 

(Wined with Socialism. 

PREACHERS BLUE MONDAY. 



According to an article which appeared in the Lit 
crary Digest of the issue of dune 1.'), the preachers 

of America are in a permanent condition of Blue Mom 
day. This looks like retribution and. in a measure, is 

compensatory, for having so long inflicted upon a 

Suffering people what has been known as Blue Sun 

day. In any event it is a reckoning upon which they 
had not probably counted, for with the appearance of 
P>lue Monday we can discern the disappearance of 
the Blue Sunday. Thus, alter all, there is hope for 
the masses, and the day of public judgment is not yet. 

The most cheering part of the article, that is so far 

as Freethinkers can he concerned, is that which sug 
gestf that, "nine tenths of the preachers are dis- 
couraged; that the m eat majority of pastors are prac 
tically hopeless of accomplishing anything worth 

while; that they are re>tle» and discontented; thai 

they heartily wish they had never entered the 
ministry. M 

It is almost too good to he true, but as the author 
of these statements is declared to be a preacher bira 

self, and should be in a position to know considerable 
of that concerning Which he speaks, we are justified 

in assuming that the principal cause of such ■ oondi 
tion of affairs is the continued hammering upon 

theology by the higher Clitics, the continued assault- 
made upon orthodoxy by Preethought, and the more 
beneficent teachings of modern science. 
One of the greatest difficulties in the way of the 

Clergy is the fact that the people of this Sgti know 

too much for them. Kdueation has worked the wrong 
way tor the church. Instead of leading the mind of 

humanity toward god it has led the multitude from 



god and this means a lo>s of prestige to the church 
and a decrease in the social standing of the preacher. 
Nowondei the} L et restless and discontented for they 
..hi see innumerable of their prerogatives slipping 
from their grasp. 

Some of the preachers are not inclined to agree 
with him and they have entered mild protests against 

what he has had to say, They simply remind us of 

the boy who whistled to keep his courage while in 
the dark. There it Mot a preach ei of any pretension 
to any intelligence in the country, who can avoid see 
ing, knowing and realizing the conditions that sur- 
round them as a class. Have they not. already, made 
a tabulation of the reasons why young men do not 
enter the ministry, and are not the conditions here 
suggested one of the reasons assigned in the tabula- 
tion.' Furthermore, this i> not a mere temporary 

depression, one that BUddenly Meals across without 

invitation. It i> permanent, impressive and binding. 
It i> based upon actual facts, and. as a rule, preachers 
are averse t<» facts. All classes of men. no matter 
their occupation or profession, may have to encounter 
trials, bu1 these trials of the clergy come from a 
mental disregard of their shibboleths, their creeds and 
their profession as a means of directing the human 
mind and consequent action. 
We tnaj go even further ami point to the editorial 
utterances of our gi eat dailies; to the powerful plead 
ings in court of some great lawyer. Editorial utter- 
ances are no longer capable of directing the political 
action oi tin* people, leading them into this or that 
party like so man} sheep, because the people have 
begun to think for themselves. Legal orators are no 
longer able to swa) tlie mind- oi jurors by impas- 
sioned utterances to tin end that thej can induce the 
.juries to do tilings and render verdicts against their 
ow n feelings after hearing the la^ and the facts in tin* 
case, for jurors are growing in wisdom and under- 
standing and in these days have a mind of their own 
and are capable of exerting it. 

To w hat do these tacts point | Clearly to the rising 
power of the people. Then just as the editors of dail- 
ies and just as leading lawyers are incapable of sway- 
ing the public mind against its will, BO are the 
preachers even more pOWei'leSS to control the people 

through theology and its innumerable mm essentials 

that have been foisted upon tin in through all the 

centuries of i Ibristian faith. 

The day, tin* hour, tin- minute of social, political and 
religious deliverance is at hand. Every light that 
comes from intelligent e poiut a to a cU arer ami better 
waj . Popular triumph is the death of priestcraft and 

political tj ranny. Then is our work not hopeless. In 
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the same Inverse proportion as the preachers gel 
without hope and become restless and dissatisfied, so 
do the hosts of Preetbongfal take on a new hope and a 
greater determination to succeed enervates tltei u 



CHURCH SEPARATION IN MEXICO. 



Church antagonism is coming nearer and nearer to 
our very doors and if one is permitted to express an 

(►pinion in the light of Current events the recent 

^< paratiat movement in France appears to he becom- 
ing epidemic and rapidly spreading to other govern- 
ments, 

According to recent authentic reports the '\ >\» rn 
ment of Mexico, for many years under the practical 

domination of the Etonian < atholie church, through its 
properly constituted authorities, has issued an order 
directed to all the heads of churches in the republic 
requiring them to make out an inventory of their 
property, real, personal and mixed, held and owned in 
the name of the < liurch, and to immediately thereafter 

make a report upon the same to the official head of 

the republic. 

Experience with Mexico, the Mexican people, and 

the chmch, induces no small degree of wonder and 
astonishment at such a procedure, and whether the 

order he in mere imitation of France, or independent 
of such outside influences, as is chained, it is certainly 

a step in the right direction and our neighboring 
republic should be congratulated by the free and inde- 
pendent people of America lor their OOUFage and 
wisdom in making such a move. Could many of oui' 

American people witness a church meeting in some 

of the remote Villages of Mexico, and there see the 

combinations of ignorance in both clergy and laity, 
see them grovelling in the dust at the church doors, 

the priest on the inside swinging incense pots and 
muttering prayers in Latin which the people are un- 
able to understand and which it was never intended 
they should understand. Could our free people, those 
who are independent of all church influences, witness 

the methods in vogue and realise what they mean, for 
the extortion of money from these ignorant Mexican 

peoples, they, like the civil authorities could under- 
stand the full drift of the church in that country. 

With such awful power it is no wonder that the 
Church could erect magnificent edifices of marble and 

gold, extravagant almost beyond human conception, 

and, in the course of time, it is no wonder that the 
church should grow richer and more powerful than 
the government itself. The thousands of priests in 

Mexico exerting their influence upon the public mind, 

Created a condition of affairs wherein the church • 



exercised a far greater public control than the gov 
eminent itself. Cnn any one doubt that the govern- 
ment was unable to perceive the tendency of the 
church towards public control! Then under such 
circumstances it was hut the natural and logical out- 
come for the government to resort to such measures 
for its own protection 
of still deeper significance is the meaning given to 

the older which carries with it the presumption that 
all the property under the control of the church is 
public property, that it is -imply being held in trust 

by the church for the benefit and in the name of the 
Republic Under such a construction it is hut the 
inevitable bent that the trustees should he required 

to make due report upon how they had executed their 

trust, and it is in precisely such a light that the gov- 
eminent of Mexico views the present situation. Con- 
ditions in Mexico were, and are now, worse than they 
were in France juat prior to the Separation and such 

action must soon he taken by all countries where the 
church makes an> claim to exercise power over the 
mind and actions of the people. 

The claim made that these edifices were huilt hy the 
church with its own money, as some American apolo- 
gists are asserting, is not altogether true. As a 
matter of fact the church had no money save what 
it obtained from the people. It has been able to 
accumulate wealth at an alarming rate. The same is 

true of thi> country and unless checked in time, it 

will not he long before the church has grown to such 
proportions as to he a distinct danger and a menace 
to the government 



The Blade has been put in excellent company, Vol- 
taire was wrong, Paine was wrong, Bradlaugh was 
wrong, Watts was wrong, Putnam was wrong, [nger- 
soll was wrong, These are of the past. Haeckel is 
wrong, Beinsburg is wrong, and the Blade's editor is 
wrong. W. II. Kerr, of (J rent Bend, Kan., alone is 
tight This sounds very much like beating time on 
a bass drum to a bull-frog duet, or mounting some 
gray goose as a pegaaus and soaring to the sun, only 

to he pitched headlong into Icarian seas. 



The Puritans persecuted hecnuse they were, as a 

rule, ignorant men, hut modern orthodox professors 

persecute solely with a view to political power and 
pecuniary profit 



Big times are anticipated when the double Free 

thought convention takes place at ( anal hover, Ohio 
in September this year. 
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Correspondence School 



PROSPBCTUI. 

I 

tebooJ will opaa ■ ap t omb ai 1, INI, with 

twenty, or mo It students enrolled. On or be- 
fore that date eaeh student will receive tht» 
primary eourse <>!' . xuinm.rion QU4 stums, 
blanks and such insti uctions as may be nec- 
essary to assist la an investigation of the 
subjects given. 

■UBJBCTI TMDATJDD. 
Four of the principal frfintrtiti of Batumi 

science will be studied during the hrsl paai ■» 
course. Th.se iBOludn the following: 
Astronomy— As showing the origin of the earth 
together with other planetary bodies 
whereby the student can draw compari- 
sons between the subject treated and 
theological rapfoat ntations. 
Geology— Aa showing the earths great his 
tory, its formation i composition, change, 

decay, repair .ma iraati , .1 wlantri that 

completely upsets the MbUoaJ j osmogony. 
Zoology --As showing thu history of animal 
life upon the eartti from the earliest 
times of which any records art known 
down to the present, giving a general 
and gradual growth from protoplasm to 
man, with all intermediate types, dem- 
onstrating one common origin. 
Botany — As showing the origin and develop- 
HM nt Of plant life, its importance in the 
matt rial world, structure, means of re- 
production and specie. 
I I.. four subjects nam. d. OHM fully under- 
stood, will convince the student that our earth 
is not what the church is teaching it is and 
e na hi. s the student to grasp the principles 
tinder which nature produces all phenomena, 

mr-BOOKa* 

Air.mgements have been maUe with the 
Macmlllan Publishing Company of Chicago, for 

i atrial of obaap text-books ranomiaanrtart for 

use by students in the CormapOBOOnOt lOlMKII 
Ttaaai bOOkl may be ordered through tho 

Blaaa, or dtrootiy troan Um ataanjllhin naanpanx 
Whiio thaai arranaamanta for a slight reduc- 
tion in cost ha\> b< > n made it >s ior the l». n- 
Mit of tlM stud, nt knd the Blade does not 
Aish to mak. BBJ prolit upon their sale. I or 

/ins raaaoa UM ordan may at - si at In as th* 

ttudant desm s. Following are the text-books: 
Geology l-;i- BM -ntary (Jeology, by ltalph S. 
Tan, ProfaaaOff of Dynamic geology at 
CO ffn aM I'niv.-rsity. COO pages, Illustra- 
ted. I'ri.. 11.40. 
Zoology Introduction to Zoology by Charles EL 
nB¥BlipOfft. ProfaaaOff of Zoology In the 

Univarattf of Cnloaajo, PrVnator of the 
fltoanaiool LulMtnaorp, nj paana. Wua- 

t rat. d PllOi $1.10. 

Astronomy Introduct ion t<> astronomy by 
Forest It. .Moulton, asslstan' Professor 
of Astronomy at the Chicago University. 
660 pages Illustrated. I'rice $1 00. 
Procession of the Planets, by Franklin 
H. Jienld, KdJtor of Higher Mi ience, Los 
Angeles, Cal. Free to stud, i ts 

Botany Klementary text-book of I'otany by 



U 11. Balk* Director f the College of 
Agriculture, Cornell University. 355 

i.ag.s. Dinatratad. Prioi $1.1%, 

' As previously stated, the ex.imination ques- 
tions have been made up with a view of per- 
mitting the student to use any >«. alula rd work 
on the subjects named, It is, however, rec- 
ommended that th«y us.- the list given a hov »• 
as being better adapted to modern demands. 
tlOM will be made up with a view of pOT- 
number of text-books 

Prom tna lavnaMtni Uat it nip be seen that 

UM total cost of the lour text-books will 00 
|f.Sf< Students, howe\er, by ordering through 
the st hool can OOOUra them at a reduction of 
M par icnt, aoOOrdina to an agreement made 
with the publishers. This will bring the ac- 
tual .ost of the four books to ubout $4.00. 

TUITION. 

f 

Tha tttltiOO Fat lor each student will be 
$10 for one years course; $25 for three years 
eourse, payable in advance. The full couise 
comprises a study extending over three years 
at the end of wb.eh i CortlHontO of Merit and 
Award will be issmd to those securing a 
grading of 75 pet eent, o. inoi e. 

PCHOLARttUPA 

| 

Tb. Bohoiarahlp Cortlnoata, a oopf of arnioa 
ban ah- a.iy appeared in tie- r.ia.ie, win be is- 
sued upon payment of the tuition fee for the 
period designated These Scholarships are 
transfeiable and may be purchased by OB* 
panon for the beneiit, in tuition, for another. 

TBBM1 OF SiiTV. 

Th.se terms will . \t.nd for a full period "i 
nine months In eaeh yea: . The term begins 
September 1, Ittl and terminates June 1, I'JO'J. 
The anal taanitrT*fyni must be in by June 10. 
Awards will be made July 1st following. 

Ei 1 1 .' ■ r i m im.a.n. 

one of the most potent and important ef- 

l.ets of tin- Cotioopundaaot lohod plan is to 

bring a university education to your own 
homes without the cost and expense of at- 
tending the institution itself. All studies will 
bo anange.l, paanadi upon and guided by the 
Inst i uctor. 

EXAMINATIONS 

The studies an oonduetod la Um form «.f 

monthly examinations and eaeh examination 
will cover a list of twenty QUOOUOM in each 
subject. They can all be carri-d together by 
taking them alternately until the Held in each 
as suggested by the qoaattoaO las been cov- 
• t • • 1 ThO examination <|in stioris fOf eaeh 
month will reach the student b.loie the first 
of each and every month during Um course 
and the answers, in writing, must be In the 
ofllee of the School not later than the 10th day 
of the month following thereafter |f any 
eorreotlons are BOO d od tin Instnn o.r will make 
th. ui and s- nd on to th. stu.h Bt. 



II a n a I ; Bal EBNTt 
The S. hool will bt conducted under the aua- 

ptooa of tha Bluo Oraai bUado which will also 

us. d ,,s a BOfcOOi journal. From time to 

tInM the ororklnna and ppngraai of the School 

will be gi\en 1 1 1 its eolunins that students may 
know in a n-m ral way what each are doing. 

• loin i: t ba I. sworth. the Blade's Kdltor 
will BOndUOt tb. school, formulating the exam- 

Inntlon q n ao ti oni aaen month and pass upon 

all answers made. 

JanMfl B, HUflhaa, the Blade's Manager and 
Publisher, will attend to all the business de- 
tails OOn n OOtad with the college. 

Bxamlnatlona ahouid he addressed to the 

foriu. r and all business communications to the 

latter. 

Address 1L'»; North Limestone Street, Lex- 
ington, Ky. 



FACTS WORTH KNOWING. 



(By J. Frantz.) 
The material for a man weighing 150 pounds 
• an be fouml in the white and yolks of 1203 
hens' eggs. 

lb .In. . c| to a fluid the average man would 
yield !«s ruble nn tres of Illuminating gas and 

hydronan anoupjn to tin a balloon capable of 

lifting 155 pounds. 

Tin- normal human body has in It the Iron 
needed t<» mak.- scv. n large nails, the fnt for 
II poinds of candles, tha BBltMBI f«»r 84 gross 

of ornyoni and the phonphorna for 820.000 

matches. 

out of a normal human body may ho obtain- .1 

M laraa 0| I Of salt M lumps of sugar and 

in QUOrti of water. 

A man will die for want of air in 5 minutes; 
lor wain of water in a week;; for want of 
■Map in tan days; f.. want of food, at vary- 
Ing IntarVBM, dependent on varhms clrcum- 

S'illin s. 

OUT sun is about l o M M Onlai In dlntneter, 
Of I | lini.- tb. sl/.e of the earth. 

if a raUnraj orara bull «.» the sun, and 

tmlni upon it w.re run at the rate of 42 
mi 1 an hour, day and night, without stop, 
it would require L' .'.."» years to make the Jour- 

n. \ from tha aorta »<> the sun. 

O, M. ROBINSON 
Violin Maker 

e s ^ n V 2 hs t ST. PAUL, MINN. 



Buy your violins and get your repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 years experience 
and will guarantee everything or no sale 
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Che Blade's Correspondence 



THAT GRAIN OF GOLD. 



(Continued fr..tn paga I ' 

prlc tl and gJngl to rob him of the BX( rctec 
of ins rfghti to oix-y bis eonecience, required, 
thai each and every child horn, should be 
the answer to hope, a prayer, within the 
bean and soul of both being! who irere 
coino reaponilble for that little onei advent 
into iif<«. For thoy, our remote anoeitori 

tand th.-y did not originate in Eden), Under 

stood that eacn member, each organ of the 

body, was give* by nat tiro's pod Within 

natore, for a purpoee; the eyee for set lag, 

the ears for hearing, tlie lungs for bn aching. 

and the organs of generation for generation 
only and thej nev< r for on mom< n< enter 
taln< d the thought of emploj Ing ti am with 

any other object in view. Lei us frlendl 

return to the natural moralit) of our early 

ancestors and make marriage the holy r» - 
lationship that they made it; and let us be 

grave enough to live the truth and to teach 

the truth to our children, both by precept 
and eaamplt . Let us l>' 1 MM It with our- 
selves and them and then, shall we bring 
heaven to earth and the r« |gn of the onl> 
true clirist conscience, the rule of the onlj 
true god. horn sty. Then onlj ehall we know 
the truth and the truth st all make us free, 
.Mr. Roosevelt first advice men to be good 
moral citizens (another grain id' gold), and 

th« n would educatt them to be -old re; and 
regarding race suit hie, what sun r mei m 
could be employed for its accomplishment, 
than the practice of demanding and accept- 
ing only the healthiest and strong' st men 
for war. having only the Weakest to be 

propagaton of the raot ! 



RUSKIN ON CLASSES. 



When we get ;l t tin- bottom of tin- matter, 
we tind the lahabttaati of tail ssrtta broadly 
divided into greet masses Um peaaant pay* 
maatsra epeds in band, the orlainal and im 
perlal producer! of turnlpa, and, waiting on 
then ail round, a arewd of polite persona 
modsstty sxpeotant of turnlpa for some »••«, 
oftsn theoretical ssrvioe. There is drat th« 
olertoal peraoni arbom the peaaant pays in tur< 
Blpa for giving iiis metal advieei then the 
legal p er aca whom the paaaaat pay! in turn- 
ips for telling him. in black letter, that ins 
novae is bis own; there la thlMrj the courtly 

person, wl > the peaaant payi in turnips for 

presenting a oeleetlal apnearaaoa him; there 

is fourthly the library person, whom the 

peaaant payu in toralpe tor tailing daintily 
to bha; and there la lastly tin- military per- 
son. whom the pea unl payi in turnips For 

standing with a OOCkcd bat on. in the middle 
of tlx- Hold. an. I **erotstag I moral tnttueuos 

upon the aelghbora John Ruekln 



WORLDLY CHRISTIANITY. 



.\n advertlaemeat in on.- of the religious 
paperi oeTsn opportunity to a Christian ludy 
to take eatlre sharge of four ehUdren and 
their em drone, t<» wash them and their hum. 

and tench tin in music, singing, ami the rudl- 

moat! of Bngir» K for a salary, - if s u ita b le," 

of "tWOlVS poumls par annum. " 

It in further stipulated that applicants must 
be I >lssent«-rs. ami one hopes the advertiser 
will Bad them so On the terms offend the 
most heathenish of nigger slaves surely should 

mm Protectant 



STILL TMKY < Jt 'M I ! 

If there must be tight let It com -, too: 

Reed OVer the letters that follow and then 
judge of the Blade's standing nnmong Ihe 
yreethlaheri of America! 

If any ITreethOUgal paper had reason to feel 
proud of tlm heroism of its constituency, the 
Blade OUgh! to entertain such mettugtf!~> 

Freethought Editor Joins. 

U >s AKOSLM, t'AL- 1 notlas your fears 
of prceeeutioa by the Qcr er ameat. rut ma 

down for *LT». if you need it. as the Mad-* must 
i Ot ba supi'pt essed. 

I will also aaad a 12 50 OOP? of The Pro- 

a —101, ..f Planet! t<» aach member of the eor- 
reepoodence school, if they do not alrcedy have 

one. if they wjl! send me postage 1 10c) — 
1 II 1 1 K Aid > 



Short and Sweet. 

WTL.MINCTON. N. C..— I pledge you fa for 

the Rghl to get the paper throuah the mail. 
LBOBR mi:vi:i:. 



Until the End. 



OARLINOTON, <>ki.a.- Laat laeua I see 
tin- oioud of oruel ChfiatiaaNy In tha attempt 

to exclude from the malls your valuahle paper. 
Bad 'he requeel you make upon all lovers of 

frea speech to state what lee iif g ne o win 

pledgs you in the courts. Put me down for 

H aad mora if possflfls Uplift! is had hut 

| I people should hate such movements like 

snakes. Aroiis,. ye Freethinkers 1 Die If nee- 

essaryl B. R. mizt:r. 



California Chip. in. 

i ate, Cel.. You oaa oouat m< on for *< r ».oo if 
you her! to nghJ Um paaUeeaCa department 
ii DUTgCHXA 



More. If Necessary. 

I'dtrLF? S P., You can conn' on me for 
*.V00 if it should he necessary to gght for 
Blada Will «et some more for von If neees- 
I. II W1LLLODT. 



A Woman to the Rescue. 

RA0T LYNNK. MO. In defense of the Beada 
preaeat indications are) you amy put am 
doarn tor ftve donate i saekMM stamps for 
Hn Hoary*! "Bibei aivtatea." BMSLY c. 

JONES. 

From the Lone Star State 

WHI T — B OBO, TKXA8. - I see you'r In 
ttie lame boat with the Appeal to Reason, and 
should tli.' postal authorities k> I aftCff fCU, 

dram on ma for five dollars whan needed 

rtref National Hank. Un.ite.On.ro. Trv.K 

m:\ncis PJDAtT 



From the Chaplain. 

Tha r.iade is latereating reading Hey 3ist— 

• Keiinious Liberty Threatened.' 1 Thai i* no 

news to those who have kept run of Jesuitism 



in this country for many years. The press of 
the r. S is ••entured by Rome with h*»adquar* 
ten In Washington. With the tools of Rome 
in every department of our government and 
a fourth rate San Francisco lawyer on the 
Supremo Hench— and two more I think. I 
don't aae how you are going to make any- 
thing in the event of a holdup by going to 
la* If Ooei Harmon will smile when he reads 
this issue. The liberties of the people are 
slowly but rarely being taken from them by 

Law. 

The time will come In this country when 
thoea who leva liberty of thought and freedom 
of press will be comuelled in self preserva- 
tion to spend their coin for a gun In place of 
a lawyer. A stuoy of all the celebrated cases 
in late yean will convince any deep thinker 

boar neeleai it is in our areeent government to 

employ lawyera I said years r.tro when K<\- 
Itoff PHee was rUhting Rome here and went 
to prison for it. that t' I time would come 
when they wonld attempt to suppress all Free- 
thcnghl literature and with a little more power 
Home will do the Ti. k. Bvea nCW the hitches 1 
Maeonary in "New Ape" rails on Masonary 
to look out for lione- T-'-w mCfl OCV! when 
others are In prison. It Is only when they are 
there that the shoe pinches. If the gun argu- 
ment In the present state of Rome control is not 
better than the law argument. "Show me." 
A T.T'KKT JORlfgON, the Chaplain. 



Some Truths Plainly Told. 



WITH BE Wl§ —Mno l oo a d pleaee find ex- 
press money order for %2. for which please 

oredlt my lubeorlptton to the Riade. win 

■end some mora In July. I see the critics 
differ on all points: koep the name Rlue Orass 
Blada -is long as It is published. The name 
N both union-' and catchy YOU ndght be a 
little closer on proof reading. As for tn« 
pondenot S. hool T don't know of any- 
thing that has been suggested that will advance 
our cause as the school Mr A R. Rennett 
says till the field with lecturers; where can 
ynu get them, where are the ingersolls. they 

..re not tttvej if son bright young peo P i« 

Krndunte from that school HI Of them will 
take the leetUfC platform. ■unpoaa Miss 
Buckholtl was a graduate, my guess is she 
uonld soon BffOVO a power in the 
leoture B*Mi. tt takes tts old fellows that wis 
lip in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord so long to get rid of the moss that 
preachers planted OB us that we are old and 
gray before we ire aware of It.. * am 71 

ream old - --.r 0, moody. 



One More From the West. 



i og aJfOSUM CAL. if It oomea to a fight 
Whether tha dear Old Bled! shall be denied 
being sent through the mails and you can put 

ma down to flva Aottara to help fight the battle 

1 am old and bava no wav of making money 
or 1 aoilld give more hoping that the Blade 
wdi pull through all r uht I. W FOWXER. 
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Another Woman WritesA 

BLUB BARTH MINX Last mita« I read 
in Um H1...1. Of May 31st that tlM authorities 
want tO make a hot tinm for you. and not only 
yny. hut for all irho say a won! against their 
cursed religion. 

K©W if th. n- is on. MU thiim 1 bate most, 
it is UM f ishn.ss of Christianity. It \\» 

phi la to m« that orthodoxy is dying bard, just 

like a snake dleo Whefl hOOhod with a hoc 
I like on.- ahont as w. II as I dfl tin- other, of 
th.- two th.- snak. is p. I.st. .-v.-n if la- is a 

ratter. 

I will pledge tn>s. ll t.. gfV« BVO dollars to help 

in oarrytag on a oooteet, if it should Flnaly 

DOOM t" that 

Wish i iroro able to give mueri noroi bul am 

poor. 

I prise th.- pioturoi on each paper, and ■haU 
put my pap. rs into Mndtnga, about twenty 
numb, is to a I k If III If. A. UBA 



Strong. But it's True. 

HcCOY, OfUDQON. i not.- with couoern, 

tin- attack of th. i;.\. W, P < 'i aft s and hi* 
organizat ion to |nVttd< end tO dOOtTOy the rights 
of a frOt press. Ud fTM ■poooh. I OAVO in- 
formation that this sain.- pTOfOOOtonOl COO" 
gressiotml lohyist of many y.-a s past aualnst 
the natural ami constitutional rights of AOMf- 
Ican QltlPOni. was tin- instigator Of UlC infa- 
mous "Fenroot i:iii" and Inter Um mm tn« 

elusion ta< k< d OH tO tlM gl noml appropriation 

hill by Congreee, oppoollng t«. um oapttalletle 
and trust Internets of tho ruling riees to crush 

out Socialist propaganda and < specially the 

appeal to Ronnon puhllnhod at Olrnrd, Knnana 
baring n rr on te d Prod i» Warren), Ite editor, un- 
der U. s Ornnd Jury proourod Indictment! for 
publlnhtnd! In Um Appeal t.. Ronnon ■ rownrd 

for the nrrt-Ht and rot U MI to th<- Stat.- of K< 0« 
tucky of 0S*GOV, Taylor a U.|uhlican eapi- 
list WhOOO han. Is an- soil, d with the rod blOOd 

of Qov. ■ elect Oobte ami s.. charged by a reg- 
uiariy lino noted Grand luryi of his former 

State. Kontnoky. I did not fall to not.- ihat 
Just seven days after this n dhamhd murderer 
fted from th. stat.- of Ins crime into Indiana 
that bf was OirftOd on th<- arms of dOtapjntei 
to tho platform in thO hall of th. HopvbUonn 

stat.- Oonvontton at IndlnnapoHs and thoro 
given an ovation as a hero. Aloe i did not 

fail to note that) this sam<- ar<h capitalist 

ortnttnnl was a dologato at large lo tho Repub- 

liean National Convention in i»00 at Phila- 
delphia and that M was guaranteed ptot. <•- 

tion by tin- capitalist Governors of four ntntot 
through whleh bo was trnnnported to this oon- 
vontton nad imong tin- stunner of onpttnllnt 
dovornord so affording prnteetlon was our 

hlatant trust buster seeking out "und. sirahle 
citizens T. U IP.os.-v. lt of ChionfM and 
Alton fUM and of llarriman OOJUpalgU funds 
Well. I am OOHUpl H< d to put up good money to 
dof«nd Wair.-n and tlM Appeal In doing this 
I am defending your rights now m. nac. d. To 

th.- same end I now cheerfully pledge say $20 to 
tin- Mode dofenoe fund Let us tight this tyr- 
anny and Czarism to the death These twin 
relies Of the bnrbnrOUl past Imperial Pluto- 
omoy and Ke.-l.-siast i.-ism They an OVOT and 
always allied t OgO th-O T against human rights. 

Lot - tight 10 the end JAMBM 1: ■BAR! 



in\ estigation it is doubtlees well to he propnrod 

for such a conting. m •>. While I am not in a 
l-osition to pledge any definite amnunt I will 
do to the full extent of my ahility for your 
support should tin- m-e.-ssity arise. 

Von douhtless have quite a numh.-r of suh- 

■criben In this olty, 1 would like to put myoelf 
in eommunieation with them with the ohjeet 
in view of forming a Pre. thought Association 
end put ouroolftl In a position to give you 
sul.stantial support should you he seriously 
att <ked. we could imrease our power more 
thai, tenfold hy su.-h .orporation. 

I think most people hive a misconception of 
the prineiph-q ami purpose of Tl eethink. rs as 
heiug deVOted OBOlUOtVOly to religious (piestions. 
This is a serious error and should he corrected; 
th.- Pre. think, r is. .. should he. devoted to 
discovering the truth as to all things as far 

as is ponoibtei there ore many quenUonn, poltt- 

i.al. social, industrial and financial as well as 

rettgfouo that ehnllengee the attention of Pr.-e- 

thoimht. the mind must he fTOO and unshack. 
1. d from p.eeonc ived id. as or we never can 
bo *ur.- of arrivlnn at the truth 

"Omni is truth and mights nbOVO all things-" 

II li. LANK. 

Ready When Needed. 

APCPSTA. HICH.- The May ::ist Issue of 
the Plade OOntnlnlttf your tOontn of alarm from 
the postal autocrats, is at hand. 1 hop.- >..u 
hnVO inavidti.-d ;. mole hill into a mountain 

If .VOU hOVe kept the S.X questions quite oUt 

of sight, so ynil are not denied the malls on 
the ObOOOnlty pten. I «!«► not see on what 
g oundf the autocrats could deny the mailing 
of the Pladc It will he a joh to make hlas- 
phemy simply a reason for denial and the 
l.ostal people wid n.v.r try that. If trouhle 

comes, it is the true duty of every man. who 

has an ounce of liberal Mood In his hody to 
pU( his should, i to th.- wheel and help in th" 
OnUM of flOOdOW. «>"i servants in OVOT Zeal- 
ous for our irenl Wetfhre and have many 
fenft that wc the poppte who made them 
may fO wrong, in rdighm especially. I. for 
on.- am willing to help the victims of supersti- 
tion so fa: as my conditions allow. at all 
times. You can cunt on me for a small 
amount if this pi.saginK storm strikes you 

Bui as i s.iid before, i hope II nil! pnm rou 
Obooonlty !■ the ironl maroel of delight, 

that thOOO, our servant autocrats, |OTt to have 

p.r .-. pi. a t.. <i. ny the nnllo, and open the 
prlnon doors r B. HALL 



I ■hall otone. if you ore bronchi to trial 

vou can draw on OM for $10. and if this is not 

enough you onn com. ngnln. >WM. n. <'<»x 



Willing to Chip In. 



\i:\v RAVSN, '-onn i ,„,!. pour ar- 
ticle In last issue in reference to your 

possii.ic nppTonehlng trouble through a 

threatened investigation hy the postal I*-- 
partment officials, though I cannot bOttOVi any 
serious t.ouhl. OOUM OOOJM to you h> such an 



Gives $10 and More. 

IfAJUBTTA, O. i sc.- you &re threatened 
ngnln by on.- of Unota Sam s p. <». Innpootnro 
tot ■omethlni that hai appeared in a former 

issue of the Hlade. oh. man. will this per- 
secution ever stop, or hai OVOT] brave man got 
tO be tnaityr.d for opinions sak< '.' Ctfl WO 

sp.-ak of this as an age of progrooo, when we 

rue or rooted, Und and sent to prison for no 
Other crime than telling the truth? This is 
something fearful to think of. When a s. t of 

loyal, law-abiding oltlnenn, ni the Blue <;ras* 
pia.ie roprenento thai oho hai to stand trial 
before the rj, s Courl to defend their rights 
to Am. rloan otUnona *" the end euflor as 
did th.- piad.-'s former editor, the Honorable 
» C, Monro Tbii matter should haeten every 

!o\. r of freedom to your aid Vou should he 
gtVOfl the most loyal support at our command 
and carry this matter to the highest ...nils 

of our land, and pottle this unfair, unequal, 

unjust discrimination, once and for all tiim* 
to come 

Brother Hughon, i could writ.- a 

this suhject. hut it is not 



SOME DEFINITIONS. 

The OChOOlbO] who was asked to wnt. | «!.•- 
scription of -The Angelus." the well known 
picture, did so in a way simple, natural and 
free from the l.-arncd pose of the critic. 
"There* ■ a young man and a young woman 
digging mealies. " he wrote, "and the six 
O'clock whistl. w.nt and they quit." The 
charming hrevity of this almost rivals that of 
.1,. small scholar who d.-scrih.d H.-nry VIII. 
as a •great WldOWOr." 



Give 'Em Fits. 



Thus what •TUP 
■CARUBT iHADOW," 

Walter EInrt'l great rad- 
ical novel, do.s to the 
to 000 of hlgotry and su- 

peretltlon. And the ■ee< 

liter press ot the country 
goad.d by the church 

element, is throwing a 

PJ ov.-r it, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced hy 
orthoddjx critics —which 
Is sufficient proof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a sensation in con- 
A ■ OervatlVO circles and 

II tSWl aused consternation 

(/ PS! u,nonK tho c,<r P>' 

§*im || M enthusiastically 

endorsed hy leading 

iTeeiu.ink.-rs through- 

OUt the world. YOU all 
know how Hut can writ.- and in this book 
h. is at ms bOOt II i* 00 elegant volume, 
tit to ornament th- tin. st lihrar> ; containing 
IM pagOO, printed on tlOOVy eggshell pap.-r 

and bound in os*M I oloth. 

Prloo $i r,o, postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 

Ky. 



Marriage and Divorce 

by 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES. KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies oi this up-to-da** 
pamphlet are now In circulation In &gC 
United States and England. It treatr. la 
for< ibU* style of the most important prob- 
lem before the American people. It should 
bo read by both married and single, by all 
men and women who desire domestic 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the author 
1 Copy 25 Cento. 5 Copleo One Dollar 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 




Be Sure and Subscribe For 

Secular Thought 



A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, Science and Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Bdltor - - - J. Bptnotr BUJa. 

Published at 185H QVMB St. West, To- 
ronto. Canada. Tonus. $1 per annum, in 

advance; atogk eopiea, 10 < . nta, 

All communications for the Bdltorlal da 

partmanl should he addr eaa a d 

j. Ipnncsr Bllla, "Bacnlar Thought," 

Qaaaa Bt West. Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc.. should be addressed— 

C. II. BLLia, Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185^ Queen Bt. WYst. 

Toronto. Can 



$20,000,00.000 

STOCK TO SELECT FROM! 



W in n you | K ud DM an Ofdef for Diam 
onds. Watches. Chains, Rlnga, Of any other 
article in the Jewelers' line, all the im 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 

menaa stocks of Manufacturers Importers 
and Jobber! in Chicago are at my disposal 
and I aalaet for you the latest and best in 

narkat 

No Shop Keepers 

Tharafofi no dealer who carries stock 
<;m compete with me in price— you can 
trust tha designer of the beautiful Free- 
thought Madge and the Ingersoll Souvenler 
to s. led nicest and best goods made and 
to save you at least 20 per cent. 

Daaerlt* Hosely what you want and let 
ma s.bj you ?uts and prices— also of my 
FreathotlfhJ Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
Hmcr C.uage and my great little tract, 
Th< ism in The Crucible," free. 

Otto Wettstein, 



Tomorrow Magazine 

ll tha only publication in the world thai 
with all human problems from the 

tnnperaonal \ lawpotnt. 

It is published expressly f >- those who 
Wish to see how their own cherished be- 
h is and sacred notions appear in the 
nude, stripped of all racial htai au1 preju- 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusions from funda- 
m« ntal principles, i. e., you will learn to 
think correctly. 

bPBCIAL— Wa will send three month 
trial rabaeHpHoa for fifteen cents if you 
:tr»" not already a subscriber. The regular 
prioa o*f To-Morrow is ten cents per copy 
or |1.00 par year. This office may be 
v.it 1 , drawn at any time, so you had better 
write now. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 
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Six Popular Books Sent Free 



As .i matter of advertisement and to in- 
crease the circulation of our advanced thought 
literature, IM Will send the following six books 
fl 10 y reader of this magazine who will 

co-operate with us: 

CONCENTRATION: The road to Success, 

by ll 'iiry Harrison Brown. This is a book 
containing 12S pages written in plain and sim- 
ple Iftngnaao by this popular author of New 
Thought books. It is a clear and practical 
ttlM on the attainment of success in every 
walk of life. Trie*, finely bound In cloth and 
erold. $l.oo; paper cover, 50c. 

THE CELESTIAL LIFE, by Frederick W. 
Hurry. A new book of 144 pages, full of brll- 
Unnl presentations of truth, highly optimistic 
throughout and direct ins th»« \v;iv to light, life 
una 1 power. Handsomely printed and bound. 
Tri^e. rl,»th and K<>ld. $1.00; papfr cover. 50c. 

SPRIGS OF POETRY, by Norrls C. Sprigg, 

LI* D. Colorado*! favorite poet. This book 
ll llkfl I hup of a thousand s' rlngs---flve 
hundred poems, on such a variety of subjects 
that no reader may fail to strike a harmon- 
ious chord. It contains fifteen beautiful Illus- 
trations. Prion, leatherette. 50c; cloth and 
fOld, $1 00. 

LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, by J. 

How ird Tashmere. An answer to Ernest 
TTaeekd's "Riddle of the Universe." It pre- 
sents a R«W hvpoth-sis for the solution of 
problems of life and mind. Over 200 pages of 
Inspiration. Pound only In cloth and gold. 
Price $1 00. 

SIDEREAL SIDELIGHTS, bv Charles Louis 
Pr. w r. author of "The Elder Brother" and 
•Stcj.plng-stones to Heaven." This Is a well 
printed book, containing a number of profound 
and brilliant lectures on Socialistic and New 
Thought lln.-s PHOO, In pnpof cover only. 50c. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 

Julia Boton tOnra, M. T> The uhnle world is 
Mktnfl "What is New Thought 1 This booklet 
nnaWOia In I clear and concise fashion that 
■ntteflM Price 10c. 

If \ o i irtak to secure any or all of the above 
books, Mn4 lOB cents in stumps or coin for 
sample copies of our \d\ inced Thought pub- 
lications, and we niH sand jrou special offer 

blanks which will enable you to secure the 
Bbm books free Address 

THE BALANCE PUBLISHING CO.. Inc.. 
1700 Welton Street Denver Colorado 



The People's Press 

Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 
and Reform. 

Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Ave., 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B. Lenau Publisher. 

Offloia] paper of the Materialist Association. 

Subscription, 50 Cents a Year. 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, $1.00 a Year. 



—Summer Vacation Trips — 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

— to thb— 

Lake, Seaside and Mountain Resorts 

Summer Tourist Tickets Now On Sale. 



If you intend InUnf a trip fill out M.mk ami mail for 

H. C. KINO, C. P. A., 101 liast Main St. 



Name 

Address — 

Destination 
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«77i<r .H«r amf Cto/y Complete Edition of * FlltllTC Lit C 



f 



■a 



WHS 



VOLTAIRE'S WORKS 

t«ver published in English has jusi been completed by (he 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 

New translations by WILLIAM f. FLEMING, Including the Notes of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT, Revised and Modernized. A Critique and Biography 
by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY. M. P. 

W! I >l ^PRF.AD interest has prevailed in the publication of this great author's works, as it 
' m era in tiie world of literature. The real history of Voltaire's life and the 
r of hit writing! have been denied English-reading people until this work 
wa»trat>- iU d. 

V..lt;i.:e is eminent alike as historian, safe, satirist, wit, philosopher, ecoootrbt, 
dramatist, pod, essayist, as the champion of mental liberty and the foe of Intolerance In til 

plan* His h I ri ...writings are the creation of one who was the admired friend Of tie 
of hit day. Histories written with such opportunit.es pain in every way. His voluni. s 
f Lows XIV" MM by the one man best fitted to treat the Grand Monarch and b.s 



on ' I he Age of i 

CI... I 

• I ... Henriad. " is the greatest masterpiece of Epic poetry ever written and the most eloqnrrt 
Ml • ■ „ of religious toleration the world has ever known His tragedies are the most p. wed 
, Mid Ins I »ramas have been played a hundred years. 
J he - Philosophical Dictionary" is the best known of Voltaire's works. The writings are 
s. f-explanatory, an inexhaustible compendium of information and delightful enter- 
t . He was among the first great Encyclopedists. 
W.ltaire was the precursor of a new civilization. As much credit must be given him ■• 
any man in all history for the permanent establishment of this great American Republic. TfcCfa 

tur>, *l.iwh was not either originated or pioneered by Voltaire. 



■<• will always be regarded as 

I greatest man in literature, of modern 
n of all times. 



Atheism and fanaticism are the t»o 
poles of a universe ot confusion and horrc r. 
The narrow sone of virtue is between 
those two. March with a firm step in that 
path; believe in God and do good. 

•—Voltaire 



i FORTY- THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 

Size 8' 4 x |J{ Inches— 13,034 Paget, over 160 
illustrations of which 45 are hand colored. 

Divided Into three sections: Historical, 16 volumes; General Literature, embodying his 
dram;.- |fl I volutins, POOKS and Essays in a volumes, Introductory and Komances in 4 vol- 
U I Biography, containing Biographical Critique of Voltaire, in 5 volumes; Philosophical 

I ia IO vol isms, 'J be forty-third volume is an Index. It has been compiled in such a 

in y thai it is in itself a most interesting volume. 

THF FDITION ^ **** Panted from a new type, elegant and clear, on # specially 
I I IU LL/I I IVJl* maje paper. Many of the illustrations are celebrated in the realm off 
art as rare examples of the most exquisite and piquant old French designs, special to the text, 
' • !'••:.• > % a gallery of famous historic characters. Each volume has a frontisj iect 

.m. d masters. Almute precaution has been taken to bring each feature of the work 
Up t j the stage of perfection. 



tm$. THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL 



W« have bound a very few of these seta in English Basket Buckram (Red) and while 
stock l..s:s we are fOsSf to offer them on these exceptionally low terms : Send the set to y<,u 
free f >r examination and approval. If satisfactory, remit us f 3.00 and remit the hataSM e f 57 C - 
Bi I M i ninthly payments. The Seta are Limited and Numbered. When the*. ' • t» , 

exl . .Med the prire will be advanced to II72.H. A SPLENDID, MASSIVE LIBRARY OP T"E 
v KI D'S OREATI ST LITERATL RE, ALL ON APPROVAL. No one who possesses ■ I.brary, ei^er 



KEM EM BER- 
TH ERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. IW 



The St. Hubert Guild of Art Craftsmen 



at .... 
advise you 



prepaid, Ola 
(43) Vol 
I - v, I \ . I 1 

pa* month for 19 months. 
1 ten days. 



In Forty-Thr-e 
. Ifs.. 



i and ii '.id 

w j gjj 



St. Hubert (Built) 

VBorksbopj 

AKRON. OHIO 



Residenc* Address . 

City 

State 

It. (. H. ot 



A Critical Inquiry into the Scientific Value 
of the Alleged Evidences that Man's 
Conscious Personality 8urvlves 
the Life of the Body. 

Embracing 

A. discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec- 
tion of the Body, Re incarnation, Spiritism. 
Annihilation. Theories of Metaphysicians, 
Phenomena of Spiritualism, etc. 
BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS ^ 
An oc'avo volume of 172 pages, with tine 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and full 
tabic of Content., well print** on Crystal 
Booh imper and reatly hound In cloth. 
A future Lifer is the title of a 

just oil 1 In my opinion It takes rank 

with the best thought of the limes on the 
subject. Kvery conceivable phase of this 
mysteriojs subject ... is treated In the 
cha, <st scientific manner. My lmpressioi 
on reading it was, that all that Is known 
on this subject up to date Is told here. It 
is a fortification behind which the thinker 
may feel himself secure. . .this very ex- 
cept Ion*] book is the product of a mature 
and 9xeeptionally-f1ne analytical mind."— 
.1 H Wilson. M. D., In the Blue Grass 
Blade. 

Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point within the United 



854 E. Lee St. 



Foreign 10c extra. 

PnbMnM by the Author at 

Los Angeles, Cal. 



"No Beginning" 

By William H Maple. 

THE IDENITY OF "GOD" WITH 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

The only hook of Its kind in existence 
Neat cloth binding, 183 pagos. two striking 
Illustrations, 75 cents, paper binding 86 

cents, postpaid. 



INGERSOLL BEACON IO, 
7f LA SALLE %T. 
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